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PREFACE

January 1, 2017

J E Ted Thayer | 01-01-2017

THIS Book �

is a compilation of The Wild Bunch commentaries
published via email broadcast and on Facebook pretty much
every Monday and Thursday as well as occasionally on the
TedThayer.com website in 2017.

As I stated in the original Wild Bunch, I love to write, so I
save most of my stuff.  This exercise became an easy way to
write some history and keep it safe. To me, it�s interesting to
see how facts and opinions change over time.

Each pair of chapters represents a week�s offering without
the website banner shown above. On June 16th last year we
switched to two weekly columns because it was nearing the
close of another election cycle. We�ll keep it a two per week
and see how it goes. What a year! Boy, was it! How do you
think 2017 will turn out?  Stay tuned. We�ll see.

Enjoy your reading, troops.
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January 2, 2017

Well, Happy New Year!

� Had a few beers. Followed by a few cocktails. Followed by
a few shots. Because I had the sense to know I was over the
limit, I decided to do what I have never done before: I took a
cab home. Sure enough, there was a police road block, but
since it was a cab, they waved it past. I arrived home safely
without incident.

This was both a great relief and a surprise because I had never
driven a cab before!

I don't even know where I got it!

Now that it's in my garage, I don't know what to do with it!

(Got that off FaceBook. PSYCH!!!)

I�m so looking forward to this year � it has so much to offer.
Just think � we�re getting a new President and the Stock
Market is offering a magnificent challenge, not just for
American investors, but also for the other markets around the
world.

� On Friday, January 20th, we�ll experience an inauguration,
the likes of which has not been seen before in American
history! Close friends say that Donald Trump knows how to
throw a party and not long after his election he promised to
make it a memorable event.

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei threw what was
undoubtedly the most expensive party of all time, coming in
at some $27 million. Sultan Haji went very large for his 50th
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birthday bash. He flew in Michael Jackson at a cost of some
$16 million, and didn�t even watch him perform! Haji had
10,000 guests in 1996. He fed them caviar and champagne.

Perhaps the greatest party ever thrown was at Camp du Drap
d'Or, the "Field of the Cloth of Gold" in France. It lasted the
two-and-a-half weeks following Thursday, June 8th, 1520
when King Henry VIII of England and France's King
Francis I celebrated a truce between their two warring
nations.

The first day, Hall's Chronicle recounts, "Thursday 8 June
being Corpus Christi day, Henry and the French king Francis
I, met in a valley called the Golden Dale which lay midway
between Guisnes and Arde where the French king had been
staying. In this valley Henry pitched his marquee made of
cloth of gold near where a banquet had been prepared. His
Grace was accompanied by 500 horsemen and 3,000 foot
soldiers, and the French King had a similar number of each."

According to Wikipedia, "Some idea of the size of Henry's
following may be gathered from the fact that in one month
2200 sheep and other viandes [foodstuffs] in a similar
proportion were consumed. In the fields beyond the castle
[erected for the occasion], 2800 tents were erected for less
distinguished visitors."

More from Wikipedia, "The days were taken up with
tournaments, in which both kings took part. There were
banquets in which the kings entertained each other's queens.
The many other entertainments included archery displays and
wrestling between Breton and Cornish wrestlers."

However, in the midst of the tournaments and feasting and
celebrations the two monarchs had a dispute, which they
agreed would be settled by a wrestling match. King Henry
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lost the match and the two went their separate ways after
Mass on June 24th.

It wasn't much more than a couple of months before King
Henry went back on his word and resumed the war with
France!

� Doomsayers have been predicting a market crash of
upwards of 80% this year � that would mean a new low for
the Dow of around 4,000 � imagine what that would do for
your 401k! Don�t say you weren�t warned � for several
years, every seller of Gold and Silver has been pitching a
massive dollar devaluation and market decline coupled with
equally massive increases in the value of precious metals and
metals stocks.

Here is  a link  to a great  article about  the 1929 stock market
crash.  It's from PBS.com:
http://www.pbs.org/fmc/timeline/estockmktcrash.htm

Meanwhile, I snagged this from The Sovereign Investor:

"Several noted economists and distinguished investors are
warning of a stock market crash.

"Jim Rogers, who founded the Quantum Fund with George
Soros, went apocalyptic when he said, 'A $68 trillion Biblical
collapse is poised to wipe out millions of Americans.'

"Mark Faber, Dr. Doom himself, recently told CNBC that
'investors are on the Titanic' and stocks are about to 'endure a
gut-wrenching drop that would rival the greatest crashes in
stock market history.'

"And the prophetic economist Andrew Smithers warns, 'U.S.
stocks are now about 80% overvalued.'

http://www.pbs.org/fmc/timeline/estockmktcrash.htm
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"Smithers backs up his prediction using a ratio which proves
that the only time in history stocks were this risky was 1929
and 1999. And we all know what happened next. Stocks fell
by 89% and 50%, respectively.

"Even the Royal Bank of Scotland says the markets are
flashing stress alerts akin to the 2008 crisis. They told their
clients to 'Sell Everything' because 'in a crowded hall, the exit
doors are small.'

"Blue chip stocks like Apple, Microsoft, and IBM will
plunge.

"But there is one distinct warning that should send chills
down your spine � that of James Dale Davidson. Davidson
is the famed economist who correctly predicted the collapse
of 1999 and 2007.

"Davidson now warns, 'There are three key economic
indicators screaming SELL. They don�t imply that a 50%
collapse is looming � it�s already at our doorstep.'"

I'm not going to loose sleep over any of that stuff ... there are
those who look at it differently, including Tyler Durden
writing for Zero Hedge: For evidence that the market bears
are all but extinct look no further than the latest letter from
erstwhile bear Bob Janjuah, in which the Nomura strategist
throws in the towel in a near-term correction and predicts that
"the trends over H1 2017 should be higher (especially US)
equities and yields, steeper curves, a stronger USD, and
mixed performance in credit (especially in the IG sphere) and
EM. Equity markets in particular are initially likely to ignore
the inflation issue and focus on the idea that Donald Trump
can overnight rebuild the US economy into a 4-5% nominal
GDP limo, vs. the underlying current sense of a 3% and
falling fast jalopy. So for me, most likely over the middle two
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quarters of 2017, I can see the S&P 500 cash index up at
2450 +/- 50 points, with the Nasdaq weakest and the Dow
strongest of the big three US indices."

� Well, don't that just oil yer crank?

Happy New Year, people. Don't spend it all in one place!

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, January 5, 2017

What Happened?

Last year, I wrote a number of things that turned out to be
prophetic. Some samples:

Crazy Uncle Joe 06-27-2016
What I heard out there in our neighborhoods this summer was
a yearning from all sides for a President like Joe Biden. He
has the "just like us" qualities that attract huge crowds to
Trump yet he shares the "insider" know-how of Mrs. Clinton.
He understands the trials and tribulations of the young people
attracted to Bernie Sanders. Joe Biden combines all the
attributes of the other candidates with the hands-on
experience of a real pro - and "the folks" get it.

The Survey 09-12-2016
One of the questions in the [donaldjtrump.com] email/online
survey was about presentation. "Which do you want to see as
the Trump campaign moves forward: (A) Negative attacks
against Hillary Clinton, (B) Positive messages about the
future of America, (C) No preference, or (D) Other." I chose
(D) Other and submitted a comment that went something like
this: I want this negative stuff to stop! It's turning off the
electorate. Part of what turned the voters on during the
Republican Primary was Trump's positive, politically-
incorrect presentation in the plain language they speak out
on the golf course or down at the local bar. (Bernie didn't do
such a bad job, himself!) Trash-talk about Clinton does
nobody any good because every mention of her is just like
free advertising. Let the MSN do that stuff ... and they will -
count on it! The most important point is to press the forward-
looking issues and solutions that will benefit the vast majority
of all Americans. The campaign makes progress every time
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ol' Ron Reagan's positive view of America surfaces. Try to
keep that in mind.
Here To Help 10-03-2016
"Hi, I'm from the government, and we're here to help."
President Ronald Reagan included those ten words in his
July 28, 1988 remarks to representatives of the Future
Farmers of America in the old Executive Office Building.
They accurately define both Liberal and Conservative
principles. On the one hand, the greeting states succinctly the
Liberal approach to governance. On the other hand, it's the
Conservative's tongue-in-cheek antithesis of the Liberal
stance.

Little People 10-13-2016
The little people include the blue-collar worker just barely
getting by while helplessly watching his job slowly regulated
out of existence; the small business struggling to make ends
meet as egregious rules slowly squeeze its life away, even as
it valiantly competes with the giant Wal Mart just down the
street; the new mom, fresh out of college, who can't find work
that will pay enough for baby-food and clothing; the elderly
couple whose Social Security hasn't kept up with the cost of
three meals a day and are barely making it on one; the Viet-
Vet clinging to today while trying to forget yesterday and
having little expectation for tomorrow; the guy who was just
laid off because his company is moving away; and the
construction worker who can't get to the next job because
there isn't one ...

Had Enough 10-13-2016
The little people are the backbone of our country, the strength
and support of the American way of life. The little people
can't understand why they are being burdened more and more
each day by regulations from the elites ensconced in
Washington and by rules imposed by the bureaucrats that
infest our cities, counties and states. The little people live in
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the United States of America and they are tough as nails and
proud - but they've just about had it. They're a lot like the
folks in Britain who finally had enough and voted to leave the
European Union.

Afraid 10-24-2016
What surprises me is the quantity of people that work behind
counters who express genuine concern for the future of the
country. Most are worried that Trump will loose. Not that
Clinton will win - that Trump will loose!

There are many reasons Hillary Clinton lost the election to
Donald Trump.

First and foremost, she failed to visit the states that have
always voted Blue. Clinton was AOL much of the time. She
campaigned in only 17 of the 50 states, missing some of the
most important. New York and California were in the bag
from the get-go if all she wanted was the popular vote, but
failing to go for the gold - The Electoral College - was an
incredibly stupid, amateur mistake that a thirty-some-odd-
year veteran of American politics should not have allowed to
happen. When it comes to vote-getting, there cannot be any
stone left un-turned. GQ's Drew Magary wrote in his
normally very liberal publication why Mrs. Clinton was
included as one of the Least-Influential People in America.
�Would it have killed you to visit Wisconsin, Hillary? I know
it�s full of fat people and bad pretzels, but sometimes you
gotta come out of your fundraising hole and kiss some
babies." Magary was incredulous that Clinton lost a state that
hadn't voted for a Republican president since Ronald Reagan
in 1984. Clinton was in good company: Anthony Weiner, Jeb
Bush & Family, Tim Kaine and Matt Lauer, to name a few.

Second, Hillary lost sight of the issues - instead, she wasted
time and energy concentrating on trash-talking Trump and his
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collection of "sexist, intolerant, xenophobic, homophobic,
corrupt, islamapobic, racist, bigoted, basket of deplorables."
She was so consistent with her fusillades at Trump that most
people - from both parties - just tuned it out and labeled it
"static." There is good reason to believe that the skimpy
crowds at her rallies were the result of her tacky attacks and
lack of substance. Most of her speeches were by rote -
hamburgers instead of red meat! Except for the debates, real
discussion of critical issues was missing from the menu.
Clinton's routine of disingenuousness, name-calling and
negativity simply turned people off. And it didn't help much
that she routinely avoided close-up media coverage & press
conferences.

Finally, Mrs. Clinton was under continuous government
investigation and she failed to address the problem by
blaming everyone else but herself - including the RNC, the
Congress, the CIA, the FBI, Donald Trump himself,
Wikileaks, and even Russian President Vladimir Putin. She
purposefully used evasive language to deflect salient
questions about her troubles. Of course, it didn't help that the
FBI was publicly on and off of its investigation(s) - twice -
first in front of the Congress and then the press! All Clinton
ever had to do was refuse any comment about any of it
because "it" was under investigation, exactly what the FBI
was supposed (but failed) to do.

Glenn Beck ran an item on TheBlaze Christmas Eve that
nailed my prophecy. Vice President Joe Biden, in an
interview with the L.A.Times said he realized Donald Trump
would defeat Hillary Clinton after watching a Trump rally in
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, in October.

�'Son of a gun. We may lose this election,' Biden told the
Times, recounting his reaction after watching the rally from
his White House office. 'They�re all the people I grew up
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with. They�re their kids. And they�re not racist. They�re not
sexist. But we didn�t talk to them,' the vice president added.
"Reflecting on Trump�s connection with Americans
throughout his campaign, and during that Pennsylvania rally
in October, Biden attempted to diagnose Democrats� inability
to connect with middle America. 'My dad used to have an
expression.' He said, �I don�t expect the government to solve
my problems. But I expect them to understand it,' Biden said,
adding that he doesn�t believe Democrats are positioning
themselves to 'understand' the struggles of 'an awful lot of
people. I was trying to be as tactful as I could in making it
clear that I thought we constantly made a mistake of not
speaking to the fears, aspirations, concerns of middle class
people.'�

Ricochet.com editor Jon Gabriel wrote in an article
December 29th titled The Election Was Not Hacked, "The
harsh reality is this: Hillary Clinton is the worst presidential
nominee in American history. And if the media is actually
concerned about fake news, they will drop the election
hacking lie and just admit that their candidate was a disaster."

So, when you add it all up, Donald Trump won because he
"read" the electorate correctly, reviled the mainstream media
for its "dishonesty", used social media effectively, visited
every nook and cranny of the states that would give him the
Electoral College, and put on rallies so huge that the MSM
had to cover them to see what was coming next.

Trump won the presidential election because the mainstream
media concentrated on his rhetoric and ignored the message,
while voters embraced his message and ignored the rhetoric.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, January 9, 2017

Dow hits 20,000 - NOT!

All day last Friday the Dow flirted with the highest point ever
... investors ran it up over 90 points to 19,997 and that's were
it began hovering. Up 97 points one minute, 85 the next.
Flirting around 19,995.

On Fox Business Channel, Neil Cavuto was interviewing the
experts and crowing that he could be the one to host the
celebration. Actually he was gloating! Stewart Varney had
been rooting for the 20,000 mark for two weeks - even
preparing a special celebration presentation for the occasion.

The last big run-up was followed by a sell-off. Cavuto's guest
Charlie Gasparino noted that a selloff is not likely when the
market breaks 20,000. That, he said, probably won't happen
until after the Inauguration, just as it did after President
Obama's Inauguration.

About 12:30 there was a rousing cheer from the floor of the
stock exchange behind a reporter describing the day's goings-
on. Anchorman Cavuto asked what all the noise was about
because the Dow had yet to hit the magic 20,000 level. The
reporter said they were all cheering because the pizza man
had finally arrived!

It appeared that perhaps Cavuto was going to get the coveted
Dow 20,000 prize, but no ... it was not to be! The Dow closed
the week at 19,963.

While all the hubbub was happening on the stock exchange
floor, the Congress was going through the process of
certifying the results from the Electoral College with Vice-
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President (Senate President) Joe Biden at the helm and House
Speaker Paul Ryan seated close by.

Although a number of members of the House rose to object to
the authenticity of some of the ballots, Biden ruled their
objections out of order. An objection is required to be in
writing, signed by the House member submitting the
document as well as one Senator. Since in each instance, no
Senator had been convinced to sign, the Senate President
disallowed them. In addition, he admonished objectors who
wanted to argue the point that debate is not allowed during a
joint Session of Congress. "It is over", he said - and congress
roared their approval!

Toward the end of the certification of the ballots by each
state, there were disturbances in the Gallery as protesters -
three of them - stood one at a time and yelled their objections.
At Biden's urging they were forcefully removed by the
Sergeant at Arms. Hillary Clinton received 227 votes certified
by the Electoral College. Donald J. Trump collected 304,
officially making him the 45th President of the United States.
Trump will be sworn in a week from Friday.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, January 12, 2017

Reporting vs. Storytelling

The debacle at the Trump news conference yesterday about a
story broken by CNN was the result of pseudo-journalists at
BuzzFeed providing fake news information. BuzzFeed even
admitted in one paragraph that they had not verified its truth.
To quote the Blog, "A dossier making explosive � but
unverified � allegations that the Russian government has
been 'cultivating, supporting and assisting' President-elect
Donald Trump for years and gained compromising
information about him has been circulating among elected
officials, intelligence agents, and journalists for weeks." That
a major news organization would publish an admittedly un-
corroborated story from an internet blog is unbelievable.
President-elect Trump would not take a question from a CNN
reporter, exclaiming, "You are fake news."

News reporting involves writing about the who, what, when,
where and why of an event. A news report tells in the
simplest most terse language what happened, when and where
it happened, to whom, and hopefully why it happened.
Sometimes a single line tells all that needs to be reported.
Generally-speaking few, if any, adjectives, adjunctive phrases
or adverbs are used. For instance:

The local Manager (who) appeared at McDonald's (where)
yesterday afternoon at 3:30 (when) to meet with employees
(what) about wage issues (why).

Of course, we all know this story is a fake. Writing a straight
news story is the mere listing of the four or five "W"s - just
the unvarnished facts. Four or five phrases are plugged
together to create an opening sentence. Details can follow in
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one or more short sentences. There is one key thing that many
news people lately have forgotten: documentation of the facts
- corroboration.

The Associated Press (AP) Stylebook was the newsman's
bible not long ago. According to Wikipedia, "the first
publicly available edition of the book was published in 1953
and was updated biennially over the next 20 years. Today the
AP Stylebook is updated annually (usually in June). [The
publication is] an English grammar style and usage guide
created by American journalists working for or connected
with the Associated Press over the last century to standardize
mass communications. It is a guide for grammar, punctuation
and principles of reporting, including many definitions and
rules for usage as well as styles for capitalization,
abbreviation, spelling and numerals." Over the last few
decades, however, news reporters' style has been degraded
and replaced gradually to blend subject matter, color, opinion
and political leanings into what would have been
unacceptable before the turn of the Century.

Today's journalists might report the McDonald's story like
this:

The Manager of the local McDonald's found himself up to his
neck in angry employees yesterday afternoon. Police were
summoned to the fast food outlet shortly after 3:30pm when
employees began threatening their boss with bodily harm if
the company wouldn't cave in to their demands for $15.00 per
hour. McDonald's outlets nation-wide have not responded
favorably to Union activities pressing for a minimum wage of
fifteen dollars.

There you have it ... a modern activist news story. It's all there
... colorful adjectives, sympathy, a propensity to lean
progressive, etc. And no sources.
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There was an opinion piece pubished a little over a week ago
by the Wall Street Journal's James Taranto that got into
this subject of reporter style and why the press is held in such
low esteem these days.

"Our advice to journalists who wish to improve the quality of
their trade would be to lose their self-importance, overcome
the temptation to pose as (or bow to) authority figures, and
focus on the basic function of journalism, which is to tell
stories. Journalists are not arbiters of truth; we are, unlike
fiction writers (or for that matter politicians), constrained by
the truth. But fiction writers bear the heavier burden of
making their stories believable.

"When you think about journalism in this way, its failure in
2016 becomes very simple to understand. Whether you see
Trump as a hero or a goat - or something in between, which is
our still-tentative view - his unlikely ascension to the
presidency was a hell of a story. Most journalists missed the
story because they were too caught up in defending a system
of cultural authority of which they had foolishly allowed
themselves to become an integral part."

Unlike news reporting, writing a column requires a comfort
with spinning yarns. Creating a story requires a subject
engaged in some sort of activity, research, background
development, and some degree of what I like to call
wordcraftsmanship. The McDonald's news lines above can be
enhanced with some creative use of color to form a column or
opinion piece.

In the middle of the afternoon yesterday, the besieged local
McDonald's Manager was summoned by a number of angry
employees who demanded time to discuss the prospects of a
$15 minimum wage. According to the Sheriff's Department,
he wasn't the only one summoned - they had to call the cops a
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little after 3:30 because at least one of the employees
threatened the manager with bodily injury if he didn't
approve pay increases. The New York Times has reported
that McDonald's employees across the country have staged
demonstrations backed by Union labor bosses to press for
higher wages of at least fifteen dollars an hour. So far,
McDonald's has held the line, and in a few facilities pushed
back, replacing some employees with kiosks.

I kinda like that story - but that's all it is. Not news. Just a
story. But it has all the elements.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, January 16, 2017

Si, Se Puede!

It was Caesar Chavez who coined the phrase "Si, se puede"
back in 1972 as the motto of the United Farm Workers.
(Actually, it was the UFW's co-founder Dolores Huerta
during Chavez' 24 day fast in Phoenix, AZ.) The literal
translation from Spanish to English is Yes, it can be done.
Loosely translated it means Yes, one can. Those words were
also the marching orders for throngs of Latinos across the
Southwest during the Obama years. The meaning for the
campaign Obama changed slightly, as catch-phrases do, to
Yes, We Can!

Things have changed a lot since 1972. There was change in
2004 during the Illiniois Democrat primary when Yes, We
Can - broke out in the Barack Obama campaign. There was
more of the slogan as Brown people gathered across the
country to protest immigration reform in 2006. Obama
continued to use the slogan in his campaign for president in
2008. The parting words of President Obama's 2017 Fairwell
Address were, "Yes, we can. Yes, we did. Yes, we can."

Things really changed in 2016 when Donald Trump won the
Presidency. You remember the words Trump spoke when he
declared as a GOP candidate for President. "They're
murderers and rapists ..." and so forth. He was making the
point that Hispanic thugs were in control of much of the
worst kind of crime, not only in the United States, but also in
much of Mexico and Central America. He fleshed out that
charge over the Primary and General elections - making it
clear to all who would listen that the bad guys have to go.
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Don't be surprised if Trump tries to fire up Hispanc
communities all over the country with that slogan Yes, we
can - Si, se puede!
The GOP, Dem and Washington elites scoffed and said it
would never happen, but then Trump challenged the Black
community to take charge of their neighborhoods and
promised to help rid them of gangbangers and drugs and
crime. "What the Hell do you have to loose?" he bellowed.

Trump made a commitment to America's inner cities and the
folks who live there. He, with the help of the people closest to
the action, will clean up crime in their communities. And the
clarion call could well be Yes, we can - Si, se puede!

How are they going to do it, you ask? The same way they
used to do it in the old South and the wild West! Tar and
feathers! Can you imagine a group of neighbors approaching
a drug dealer on a street corner late of an evening? A big
dude steps up to the perp and says, "You and your pals need
to get outa here. We don't want you hangin' out here anymore.
If you're here tomorrow, we'll have a special treat for you.
You ever heard of tar and feathers? Y'all move along now."
Then, be they Black or Hispanic, they're walkin' away
chanting Yes we can - Si, se puede! They're leaving the dude,
even if he's packin' heat, wondering what just happened.

Tarred and feathered and run out of town on a rail wasn't
quite like it happened - they didn't use hot asphalt and they
didn't throw the person onto a railcar. Wikipedia describes
tar and feathering thus:

"Tarring and feathering is a form of public
humiliation used to enforce unofficial justice or
revenge. It was used in feudal Europe and its colonies
in the early modern period, as well as the early
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American frontier, mostly as a type of mob vengeance
(compare Lynch law).

"In a typical tar-and-feathers attack, the mob's victim
was stripped to the waist. [Pine] tar was either poured
or painted onto the person while he was immobilized.
Then the victim either had feathers thrown on him or
was rolled around on a pile of feathers so that they
stuck to the tar. Often, the victim was then paraded
around town on a cart or wooden rail. The aim was to
inflict enough pain and humiliation on a person to
make him either conform his behavior to the mob's
demands or be driven from town."

The worst examples of cops and communities failing to work
together are the crime statistics out of Chicago. Last year
there were more shootings in the Windy City than New York
and Los Angeles combined! There were 4,368 shootings in
Chicago last year. There were another 33 shootings with four
dead in the first three days of this year. Again, Wikipedia:
"Chicago was responsible for nearly half of 2016's increase in
homicides in the US. [...] Chicago is considered the most
gang infested city in the United States, with a population of
over 100,000 active members from nearly 60 different
factions. [Some of the blame can be placed on] Mayor Rahm
Emanuel [who] disbanded the Chicago Police Department's
anti-gang unit in 2012." According to the Washington Post,
2016 was the bloodiest in the city's history with 762
homicides included in those 4,368 shootings.

Last friday, the US Justice Department announced severe
sanctions on Chicago, including the extraction of a consent
decree from the city and its Police Department that forces it
to more adequately train it's officers and improve the
environment in which they work. Chicago's Police will
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operate under federal oversight until Justice is satisfied with
improvements involving every aspect of law enforcement.

Crime control isn't just cops and robbers. It's cops and
communities working together, setting examples for their
children and shunning the bad guys. It's sad that all of
America's Black and Latino communities haven't embraced
that philosophy. Hopefully they'll do it soon in response to
Trump's overtures, all the while chanting Yes, we can - Si, se
puede!

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, January 19, 2017

On Time, Under Budget

Over the years, I've become accustomed to excellence.
There's something special about things that are made by
craftsmen. They are the people intimately familiar with how
to make things the old-fashioned way: Flawless quality, on
time, and under budget.

My first pick-up truck came with a straight six, five-speed
transmission, heater and AM radio. It was a Dodge 1/2-ton, a
good one, spartan and guaranteed for five years or 50,000
miles. We bought it in Salinas, California. Then we moved to
Tucson, Arizona. Montgomery Wards had to bend the long 5-
on-the-floor stick to retrofit the new air conditioner. It was
way cheaper than the Dodge Boys wanted and it worked very
well. In the process, I got used to the idea of saving up to get
the best.

My second pick-up was a Ford F-100 with the trim package,
outside rear-view mirrors, dual tanks, dual tool-boxes, V-8
power, automatic transmission, slide-out spare, air
conditioning, power steering, power brakes, AM/FM stereo,
and cruise-control. The payments were about the same as they
had been on the Dodge, which was used as the trade-in. The
Dodge originally was Green, but I had it painted red after we
moved to the Old Pueblo. The Ford was white over red over
white, snappy-lookin'. It had every bell and whistle I ever
wanted on a vehicle. Comfortable. Flawless. Hardly spartan.

I learned the vehicle lesson well. It took more than a quarter-
century to build my home-entertainment system. Big-screen
Vizio TV, satelite dishes for both TV and Internet with VoIP,
United Audio record player, 160 watt Pioneer Stereo
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receiver/amplifier, 80 watt Fisher speaker systems, Emerson
VCR/CD/DVD Player/recorder, remote-controlled 8-foot
Mustang movie screen, InFocus video projector, 15 inch
video monitors and fast AMD-driven monster gamer
computer with some six tera-bytes of memory. It's better'n
goin' to the movies because we have the choice of watching
them on the TV or playing them on the computer and rolling
down the movie screen. (Helps to have NetFlix.)

Assembling that mess took decades and lots of investigation
to ferret out not so much the top-of-the-line, but top-quality
equipment. With the exception of a good Spring cleaning
every year, it all has worked flawlessly, as expected. Well
worth the time and money.

I wanted to write this little screed to help my readers
understand what we have in our new President of the United
States. There are plenty out there who revile the guy who won
the Electoral College vote hands down. And there are plenty
of ignorant (or intolerant) folks that claim the Trump
Presidency is "illegitimate" because he didn't win the popular
vote. Take away California with its unwashed liberal throngs
in the Los Angeles Basin and the Bay Area and he would
have won that argument by almost five-million votes. But, be
that as it may ...

This is the guy who prides himself with producing high-
quality products on time and under budget. I have every
reason to believe that this admirable ethic will, sooner or
later, be etched into the minds of every employee of the
federal government. This is the ethic that the Washington
swamp-dwellers don't yet understand. But, they will.

Look, we all know the way government works. Take New
York: Do you know how long it took from initial proposal to
completion and opening of the first phase of the 2nd Avenue
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Subway? According to TIME magazine, it finally opened
January 1st, 2017 after some 95 years! Phase One came in at
$4.5 Billion (yes, with a B!) for three stations and just two
miles of track. The entire 8.5 miles of track was originally
estimated at a Billion dollars. That would be $5.7 Billion in
today's dollars. Phase Two is projected to run some $6 Billion
to complete the remaining six-and-a-half miles of track,
bringing the total cost of the project to $10.5 Billion, over ten
times the original estimate. The Metropolitan Transit
Authority isn't known for its moderation, so there are those
who won't be surprised to see the final cost closer to $20
Billion.

We also know - or have heard - about the way government
grows. The words etched into every bureaucrat's mind are
"spend it or loose it." The thing is, if you don't spend every
penny in your budget allocation this year, you have no way to
justify any increase next year. So, every twelve months,
toward the end of the fiscal year, department heads across the
country order un-needed items from a trumped-up wish-list of
capital equipment, office upgrades and extra supplies that
won't be needed for three months or more. This is the "waste,
fraud and abuse" that auditors find so hard to pin down. This
is the five to ten per-cent built-in budget increase every year -
year in and year out. 10% of the 2.65 Trillion dollar federal
budget for 2017 is another 265 Billion dollars. What's more,
the budget deficit for FY2017 is some $443 Billion because
spending will be more than the tax returns will total from you
and me!

With the help of Wikipedia, let me help you understand how
Donald Trump operates.

" New York's Wollman Rink was closed in 1980 for a
proposed two years of renovations at $9.1 million. Six
years and $13 million later, after the problem-plagued
work was still not completed by the city, Donald
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Trump persuaded Mayor Ed Koch to let him complete
the work in four months at $2.5 million in order to
have it open by the end of the year. Koch initially
objected but later agreed to Trump's proposal when
Trump offered to pay for the renovations himself with
the stipulation that he be allowed to run the venue and
an adjacent restaurant and use the profits to recoup his
costs. Trump hired CIMCO, Canada's largest
refrigeration company and the NHL's preferred rink
equipment supplier, to complete the project. The rink
reopened to the public on November 13, 1986, with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony and press conference
attended by Koch and Trump, covered by national
evening broadcast television news. Total cost of
renovations by Trump came in under budget at $2.25
million and two months ahead of schedule. [...] The
Trump name is prominently displayed on the walls of
the rink as well as on the Zamboni that maintains [it]."

Do you understand now where we're going with this?

Flawless quality, on or ahead of schedule, and under budget.
Is there any reason we shouldn't require that from our
government? The VA? HHS? EPA? IRS? DHS? FHA? There
should be no lesser expectations - from we who foot the bill -
than the highest quality of products and services ... most
especially from our government.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, January 23, 2017

34 vs. 45

Last Friday, January 20th, the 45th President of the United
States of America, Donald J Trump was inaugurated in front
of a crowd that spilled over 12 blocks into the streets of
Washington. It was estimated at some 1.2 million although
the Park Service noted - unofficially - that they had only
issued some 800,000 tickets. Observers noted that if the
protesters were included, it would be closer to one million.

However, accurate estimates of National Mall crowd size
generally aren't completed for a couple of weeks. 1.4 million
attended Barack Obama's inauguration in 2009. According
to Nielson Research, some 30.6 million TV viewers watched
the Trump inauguration - 10 million more than watched
President Barack Obama's second inauguration in 2013 - and
7.1 million less than watched Obama become President in
2009. Note that Nielson doesn't count people watching
streaming internet content.

The fake news media was at it over the weekend with a story
claiming that the first Obama crowd on the Mall was twice
the size of the Trump's. The story used photos eight years
apart to support the comparison. A piece of video shot on
Friday from the podium behind the President, however,
showed a sea of people rather than scattered as in the New
York Times 2017 comparison photo. The President's Press
Secretary, Sean Spicer, took the media to task in a special
news conference Saturday, reporting that the actual crowd
was closer to 1.4 million. That claim from the White House
might just hold water because of two other faux reports - one
from a TIME magazine reporter claiming Trump had the
Martin Luther King bust removed from the Oval Office.
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And pool reporters filed a second story reporting the
Administration replaced King's bust with that of Winston
Churchill. In fact, the King bust stayed in place and was
joined in the Oval Office with the Churchill bust which had
been removed by former President Obama in 2009. News
Secretary Spicer announced, �There�s been a lot of talk in the
media about holding Donald Trump accountable. And I�m
here to tell you that it goes two ways. We�re going to hold the
press accountable as well.� Trump himself ripped the
Mainstream Media in front of 400 cheering CIA employees,
calling the press corps "dishonest."

Charles Krauthammer called the President's Inaugural
Address "The Forgotten Man Speech." It was about giving
the power back to the people. The new President didn't talk
about himself other than to state that "I will never let you
down." Trump exclaimed that the power Washington has
wielded is being returned to the people - where it belongs. In
so many words, he put the world on notice by saying that the
American people's riches have been taken away and
redistributed to other countries around the world. "The wealth
of our middle class has been ripped from their homes and
then redistributed across the entire world. But that is the past.
And now we are looking only to the future. We assembled
here today are issuing a new decree to be heard in every city,
in every foreign capital and in every hall of power. From this
day forward, a new vision will govern our land. From this
moment on, it�s going to be America First! America First! ...
When America is united, America is totally un-stopable. ...
You will never be ignored again," he told the throng. "Your
voice, your hopes, and your dreams, will define our American
destiny. And your courage and goodness and love will forever
guide us along the way. Together, we will make America
strong again. We will make America wealthy again. We will
make America proud again. We will make America safe
again. And, yes, together, we will make America great
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again." He talked directly to the people about the people.
And, what a spectacle it was!

Donald John Trump is the second U.S. president to be elected
with no prior experience in government service. Dwight
David Eisenhower, the 34th President of the United States,
had no govenment experience when he took office in 1953.
"Ike" had been a five-star General, the Supreme Commander
of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in Europe during World
War II, about the most powerful position on earth at the time,
but he had no clue what running a country was all about when
he was elected President.

Eisenhower learned about the propensity of government to
spend the future. In his final speech to the country in 1961 he
said the following: "As we peer into society's future, we -- you
and I, and our government -- must avoid the impulse to live
only for today, plundering, for our own ease and
convenience, the precious resources of tomorrow. We cannot
mortgage the material assets of our grandchildren without
risking the loss also of their political and spiritual heritage.
We want democracy to survive for all generations to come,
not to become the insolvent phantom of tomorrow." Donald
Trump will find out what Ike was talking about in short order.
The Congress has already made a compact with the Devil
when it comes to plunder. We will exceed $20 Trillion in debt
sooner than anyone can know and will be staring down the
barrel of $25 Trillion ($25,000,000,000,000) before the next
presidential election.

Part of the looming debt will be due to the rebuilding of our
country's military. Ike had a handle on maintaining military
might, also. He spoke of the military-industrial complex in
his parting speech to the country: "In the councils of
government, we must guard against the acquisition of
unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the
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military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous
rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. We must never
let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or
democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted.
Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the
proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery
of defense with our peaceful methods and goals, so that
security and liberty may prosper together."

By the time he left office Eisenhower could see into the
future. One of the forces to be reckoned with by Donald
Trump is the government's power to regulate every nook and
cranny of American life. Science and industry are so tightly
regulated that releasing the bindings of the rule-makers will
prove more difficult than anyone can imagine. Ike foresaw
the power of the government to shape the future: "Today, the
solitary inventor, tinkering in his shop, has been
overshadowed by task forces of scientists in laboratories and
testing fields. In the same fashion, the free university,
historically the fountainhead of free ideas and scientific
discovery, has experienced a revolution in the conduct of
research. Partly because of the huge costs involved, a
government contract becomes virtually a substitute for
intellectual curiosity. For every old blackboard there are now
hundreds of new electronic computers."

Today those hundreds of computers have turned to millions,
or even billions - so many that if they were turned off, the
resulting innundation and conflagration could conceivably be
the cause of millions of deaths across the world. Commerce,
industry, transportation, communications, all brought to a halt
for lack of computers. Think of it! Without desktops, laptops,
iPads, iPhones and hundreds of other gadgets where would
we be? Computer chips are in almost everything anymore -
your car, your microwave - even your credit card! Mind you,
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a blackboard couldn't cook your dinner, even if you could
find one.

It wasn't the transistor that changed the world, it was the
government ... in particular, the NASA space program which
created the need for miniaturization. Things have changed
since Ike's time. The scientist's giant electronic mainframe
computer in the sterile clean-room has been replaced and out-
powered by miniaturization. Nobody knows how many angels
will fit on the head of a pin, but a computer will!

The real test of President Donald J. Trump will doubtless be
his ability to negotiate peace. Ike forecast the future in his
farewell address, "As one who has witnessed the horror and
the lingering sadness of war -- as one who knows that
another war could utterly destroy this civilization which has
been so slowly and painfully built over thousands of years -- I
wish I could say tonight that a lasting peace is in sight." Will
Trump be able to quell continuing unrest at home, eliminate
ISIS from the face of the earth, and help bring a modicom of
peace to the rest of the world? Only time will tell.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, January 26, 2017

Remaking the Democrats

As many of you already know, I've had my day as a political
leader - as both Republican and Democrat. I even squandered
some money on two unsuccessful runs for public office. So,
maybe I can offer a few tips on how the Democrat Party can
remake itself.

Back in the '70s, I was appointed a Republican Precinct
Committeeman in Tucson. The party gave me a thick printout
containing the names, addresses and phone numbers of every
Republican in my Precinct. My job involved keeping tabs on
all the folks who could be counted on to get to the polls and
maybe take a neighbor along. It involved hand-delivering
pamphlets and cards to every house, no matter the occupants'
political persuasion, and registering the unwashed to vote.
Part of the job required telephone canvassing - very time-
consuming and boring - very much like door-to-door sales.
Because I was a radio personality at the time, the party
leaders asked me to be their communications guy. That
position introduced me to the reason politics is such a dirty
business ... and it truly is!

They call it elbow-rubbing - literally standing elbow to elbow
in a cluster of muckety-mucks, sipping a drink of some sort.
Yes, Republicans were super at sipping cocktails - great no-
host fund-raisers! (Unlike the Democrats I ran with in the '90s
who wouldn't allow alcohol at their functions and never
seemed to have enough money.) Elbow-rubbing is a great
way to become acquainted with the rich and powerful in the
political world. It's also an easy way to find out how they roll.
I remember meeting Vice President Spiro Agnew - he was a
goofy-looking guy, but an incredible speaker. He had the
Trunk and Tusk Club in stitches during an early Nixon
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campaign speech. He was also an accomplished elbow-
rubber. Elbow-rubbing teaches its practitioners how to move
easily - often forcefully - among groups of people from
diverse backgrounds. Some are candidate-worshipers, some
money-grubbers, some power-brokers, all are accomplished
elbow-rubbers hoping that some little piece of fame will rub
off on them. The objective is to meet, shake hands with,
button-hole and pick the brain of a person with power.
Getting the un-divided attention of a power-broker is a skill
that successful elbow-rubbers learn as they move up through
the ranks of a political party.

So is working the room - the way leaders learn to interact
easily with a broad range of people. Those who work the
room are the social butterflies. They are noticed the instant
they enter. You've see famous people work a room ... they
dive right in, moving quickly to shake hands and share a few
words with one person and then move on to the next as the
custom is repeated over and over again. Both Hillary Clinton
and her husband Bill were skilled at working a room - the
handshakes, bro hugs, air-kisses to the cheeks, open-mouth
toothy smiles, knuckle-bumps and chin-pointing recognition
at others across the room. I recall vividly watching Clint
Eastwood, Janet Napolitano, Ronald Reagan, Donald Trump,
and even deposed Arizona Governor Evan Meacham work a
room. But, everybody's Crazy Uncle Joe Biden, the Vice
President, was the absolute Master at a working the room. He
was as smooth as glass!

Republicans like to elbow-rub and eat chicken and cold peas
followed by cherries jubilee. The cost of a Republican dinner
can run from ten bucks to as high as a thousand dollars a
plate. Democrats are more partial to informal get-togethers
with a modest cover-charge and a buffet. They also like to
raffle things off and sell 50-50 tickets as fund-raisers. The
GOP relies on wealthy contributors and white-collar workers
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to fill party coffers while Democrats typically rely on small
donations from throngs of blue-collar contributors with larger
contributions coming from mostly progressive businesses and
Union organizations. Right there are a couple of problems for
Dems: Trump won the blue collar vote and a chunk of the
Union membership!

Depending on whether a party organization is rural, urban or
suburban, the membership and operating parameters differ
widely. Generally speaking, though, Republicans tend to be
tightly organized and Democrats not so much. Republicans
really like to socialize and have fun. Democrats are
emotionally attached to their party but they are easily
distracted.

To me, the most interesting part of the 2016 election cycle
was the spread of voter registration. The largest bloc of voters
were neither Democrat nor Republican. They were the
Independents. A January article by the Gallup Poll noted that
voter registration stood at 200,081,377. With a national
population of roughly 324 million, that works out to
something like 62% registered to vote - almost two-thirds of
the populace!

Gallup found that people who identify as Independents (42%)
outnumber those who identify as Democrats (29%) or
Republicans (26%). The Dems were successful at turning out
the vote and attracting Independents to their cause - over two
million more voted Democrat than voted for the GOP. But
Republican organizations were successful at obtaining
majorities in the most counties across the country, thereby
locking up the Electoral College, the National election and
the Congress.

So, with all of the above for ammunition, how does the
Democrat Party recover from what many pundits perceive as
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a crushing defeat? How do you replant the seedlings of
Democracy to grow a great forest of well-organized, involved
and smart City and County Central Committees?

Well, here's what I think: Start at the beginning.

Do the majority of Americans still want the progressive
agenda that has driven their country into the ditch over the
last couple of decades? Find out. Get the Precinct
Committeemen and women to go into their precincts and ask
the question. Tell the people you want to rebuild the party.
Tell them you need their opinions and their ideas. Then ask
the question. Don't argue. Don't whine. Don't complain. Just
ask the question and then shut up and listen. And take notes.
It's not a discussion - it's an interview. Imagine you're Larry
King, ask the question and, like he always does, sit back and
listen. Here's the question: What do you think we need to do
to win the local, regional and national elections in 2018?

You'll get all sorts of answers - that's why you take notes.
You'll need those notes to be able to identify a consensus - the
answer given most often. You have to keep an open mind and
forget any preconceived notions of your own. You'll need to
compile a list of the answers from most common to least and
be prepared to share them with Central Committees across the
state and nation. Those answers will range from thoughtful to
just plain crazy, but they will contain the solution to the
problem.

Hillary Clinton lost the election to Donald Trump because, as
I suggested a few weeks ago, she failed to visit all the states
that have always voted Blue. She campaigned in only 17 of
the 50 states, missing some of the most important. Her people
weren't having fun and it showed. They were distracted and
they let her off the hook. When it comes to vote-getting, there
cannot be any stone left un-turned. New York and California
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were in the bag from the get-go if all she wanted was the
popular vote, but failing to go for the gold - The Electoral
College - was an incredibly stupid, amateur mistake that a
thirty-year veteran of American politics should not have
allowed to happen. In short, Clinton (and the DNC) failed to
round up the cattle and shut them in the corral.

Maybe there is nothing that will guarantee a winning election
cycle in 2018 - perhaps not even in 2020. Maybe many
Democrats are so upset that they can't think of any sane way
to get organized. But the fact is you've got to develop a
consensus at the local level, share it regionally and make it
work at the national level.

I would suggest developing a number of things:

1. Get kids involved - they are the source of
tomorrow's leaders. They will gladly participate if
they think it will be interesting and fun. Don't be
afraid to ask. Go to schools and speak to assemblies
and civics or social studies classes. Help them learn
how American elections work. Get help from the
administrators because teachers just love this sort of
thing.

2. Get organized. Build a tight-knit organization with
specific levels of responsibility. Don't be afraid to ask
for assistance from the state organization and the
national organization. You'll need to elect a Chairman,
Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer as well as a few
spark-plugs who can handle manual labor and
interface with neighborhoods and the Precinct
Committeemen.

3. Develop a fundraising system that will attract
sufficient income to provide adequate office space and
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the infrastructure to support it. Again, don't be afraid
to ask for help. From Unions and big business, both
local and regional - you don't get the money if you
don't ask. Take a cue from the Republicans - advertise
several dinners each year with prominent speakers and
no-host bar.

4. Become involved in the community. Develop a
series of events that will happen every two weeks or
so, year 'round. Dances for kids and adults. A
carnival. Participate in parades. Do roadside cleanups.
Throw a concert with local bands. Have a booth at
every public event. Be visible at every celebration.
Have a few dinners to honor top students and
community elders.

5. Get the members of the political organization as
involved as the members of the local car club and
motorcycle club, the folks that support the Little
League, the soccer moms, the vendors at the Farmers'
Market and people at the swap meet. Instead of purely
political make sure to include social and fraternal
activities ... make it fun to be participating in the
political process.

6. Get local and regional elected officials involved.
You need them as much as they need you. You can't
replace Republican office-holders unless you have the
help and cooperation of the already elected
Democrats. It helps everyone a whole lot if you can
make good friends of your elected city and county
officials. As with every other aspect, nothing happens
if you don't ask.

7. Identify candidates who are leaders. The business
community, fraternal organizations and service clubs
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are rich with candidate material. The Rotary, Optimist
and Kiwanis clubs; The American Legion and the
VFW; The Elk and Masonic Lodges and the Knights
of Columbus.

8. Donald Trump showed the world that politics can
be fun. Those tens of thousands that attended his
rallies had a ball! Why not make it so much fun to
belong to the Democrat Party that people want to
attend meetings and promote the cause in their
neighborhoods? You know, fun is infectious. Show
the whole world how much fun it can be to be a
Democrat!

The object lesson here for all local and regional organizations
is (or should be): Plan and execute every aspect of the
electoral process, let nothing stand in the way and make it a
stone-cold blast! You'll start winning elections again.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, January 30, 2017

Whut the ???

Last week David Limbaugh wrote a column condemning the
mainstream media and praising President Trump. I really like
one of the paragraphs in his offering:

"With his business and leadership skills and his
impatience for bureaucratic and Beltway inertia,
Trump could make a significant positive difference in
this country � and more quickly than we�ve been
accustomed to expect from Republican politicians."

The reason I like that is because Limbaugh recognizes the
difference between the ways business and government get
things done.

You see, bureaucrats and elected officials have always been
afraid of the possible consequences should they make a
mistake, so they drag their feet. Good business practice says
to spend some time focused on an objective, plan a
straightforward way to accomplish it, and then execute it. No
nonsense - no trepidation - just do it! Mistakes will happen.
They always do; why do you think Murphy�s Law came into
being: Anything that can go wrong, will go wrong.

Bureaucrats fear error. Business people do not. A mistake by
a bureaucrat can have employment consequences or, Heaven
forbid, a write-up. For an experienced businessman, a mistake
is just another learning experience; fix it and get on with the
job!

Accepting caca pasa is how most successful businesspeople
prosper. The No Fear clothing line created in 1989 was a very
successful endeavor by Mark Simo, Brian Simo, and Marty
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Moates, three Carlsbad CA guys who knew that young people
would appreciate the premise. They knew it was a risky
business, making logo tee shirts, but they had a great 22 year
run from 1989 to 2011.

Any business that makes it past two years can be considered a
success - those that do make it can last fifteen to twenty years
or more. There are so many pitfalls in business and markets
change so quickly that staying competitive is always the
biggest challenge. Government, on the other hand, is not
faced with competition so fluidity is generally not a
consideration. This is one of the reasons it takes government
bureaucrats so much time to get things done. With no
competition there's no need to stay on your toes, no need for
speed, more time for contemplation.

It wouldn't matter if the President was Donald Trump, Mark
Zuckerberg or Warren Buffett, they all have the same
business acumen. They are all skilled at making things
happen. Trump's choices for his cabinet members are cut
from the same cloth: They're smart, accomplished,
experienced in the wiley ways of the world, know how to deal
with governments and bureaucracies, and their individual
wealth speaks clearly to their historic skills and effectivity.

There is no doubt that things will change very quickly when
the Cabinet finally gets the go-ahead from the Congress.
Here's hoping the Congress and the bureaucracy will get the
message and get with the program.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, February 2, 2017

Navigable Waters

Did you know that dry washes in the southwest are navigable
waters? So are creeks that only run when it rains. The Army
Corps of Engineers, in concert with the EPA, declared that
pretty much any place that water appears falls under their
jurisdiction as navagable waters. President Obama backed
that up with an Executive Order. Let's take a look at the US
Code:

33 CFR 329.4 General definition.

Navigable waters of the United States are those waters
that are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide and/or
are presently used, or have been used in the past, or
may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or
foreign commerce. A determination of navigability,
once made, applies laterally over the entire surface of
the waterbody, and is not extinguished by later actions
or events which impede or destroy navigable capacity.

Now that's about as straightforward as any definition, but
where does it say anything about dry creeks and washes or
standing water?

Well, the EPA issued rulemaking that made dry creeks and
washes part of its jurisdiction.

In September of 2014 House Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy wrote, �'Unnecessary regulations' are nearly
synonymous with 'bureaucracy,' but there are times when
even the Washington bureaucracy is surprising. When the
Supreme Court told the EPA that it only had jurisdiction over
'navigable waterways,' thereby reducing the agency�s
authority, the EPA responded by simply expanding the
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definition of 'navigable waterways.' The new rule proposed
by the EPA is so vague and broad that it can designate almost
any water, flowing or standing, as under federal jurisdiction.
Rivers, lakes, washes, puddles, and ponds could all
potentially be subject to onerous EPA regulations, whether
the water is on public or private lands.

"The potential damage to private property rights and the
economy are not hard to imagine.

"The EPA has already attempted such gross amplifications of
authority even before this rule. In Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy�s home district only a few years ago, the EPA
designated the aptly named Sandy Creek as a 'Water of the
U.S.,' subject to all the regulations and burdens of that
designation. Though the creek had been dry for 30 years, the
EPA still wanted it regulated and under federal jurisdiction.
Only after several years and a lot of prodding from
Congressman McCarthy�s home office did the EPA finally
de-designated Sandy Creek.

"Under the new rule, the EPA could once again re-designate
Sandy Creek along with countless other dry creeks."

In December of 2012 Dave Jolly wrote, "Peter and Frankie
Smith purchased 20 acres of land outside of Santa Fe in hopes
of building their dream home to retire to and live happily ever
after. As is typical in any desert landscape there are dry
washes and stream beds that cross their land.

"In one dry streambed they found lots of trash which they
spent time cleaning up and hauling away. As they picked up
the discarded tin cans, wine bottles and other items they also
smoothed off the bottom of the desert wash and cleaned it up
to make it look nice.
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"That�s when the big bad Army Corps of Engineers moved in
and told them that wash was a �water of the United States�
and that their cleaning and smoothing of the wash constituted
illegal dredging and pollution flow problems that could affect
the Rio Grande River, some 25 miles away. By having the
wash declared a water of the United States the Smiths were
now subject to the rules and regulations of the Clean Water
Act, which they were now in violation of according to the
Army Corps of Engineers.

"Not knowing where to turn, the Smiths ended up seeking the
help of the Pacific Legal Foundation. The PCF then filed suit
against the Army Corps of Engineers on behalf of the Smiths
claiming that the actions of the Army Corps of Engineers has
violated the constitutional rights they have as property owners
and that they have overreached their jurisdiction in trying to
take over property rights from private citizens.

�Federal officials claim regulatory power over the Smiths and
their property, but the law says otherwise. By labeling a dry
creek bed as a jurisdictional water body, regulators are
thumbing their noses at common sense and the Supreme
Court. The Smiths� arroyo simply doesn�t fit the Supreme
Court�s tests for being a �water body� subject to federal
oversight and control. If the federal government can tell the
Smiths what they can and can�t do on their own land, by
twisting the Clean Water Act and essentially using a divining
rod to conjure a �water body� out of dry soil, then no property
owner, anywhere, is safe from federal intrusion.�

The IWB (Investment Watching Blog) posted February 23,
2016: "the Obama administration�s aggressive use of
executive orders to unconstitutionally bypass Congress and
enact its own 'environmental' regulations indicates that we
can expect an intensification of the adversarial attitude by
federal agencies toward ranchers, farmers, and rural property
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owners. The EPA�s new 'Waters of the United States'
(WOTUS) interpretation, all by itself, guarantees collisions
between federal authorities and property owners. According
to Obama�s EPA, even dry land miles from any 'navigable
waters' is still subject to EPA�s arbitrary and capricious
jurisdiction because the rainwater that sinks into the ground is
somehow connected to navigable waters."

I was the News Director at KIKO Radio in Globe-Miami
Arizona from July of 2000 to July of 2004. Not long after I
took the position, my friend Cruz Salas, the District Three
Gila County Supervisor, ran afoul of the precursor to the
2012 rulemaking before it was even created.

There had been terrible rains and flooding that filled Pinal
Creek with sand and debris, making floods more likely
downstream from Globe.

Traditionally, the County had a D9 Caterpillar and a
"screech" stationed in the Wheatfields area north of Globe to
clean out the creek and clear debris from the roads in the area.

Mr. Salas ordered the County crew to clean out the creekbed
as had been the custom, but somebody in Wheatfields
complained to the Corps of Engineers.

The County was ordered to stop the reclamation and pay a
fine of $10,000 for 1) failing to make a proper notification to
the Corps/EPA, 2) failing to obtain a proper permit, and 3)
moving debris from a waterway onto an adjacent floodplain.
(Yes, it's not lawful to move debris from a clogged creekbed
to anywhere else in the same floodplain! Tradition over many
decades had it that the debris was used to shore up the sides
of the creek where flooding occurred.)
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Well, I got on the 'phone to the Commanding General of the
Army Corps of Engineers and asked a bunch of questions. I
explained that we were dealing with a dry creek that flooded
only when it rained like crazy. I also explained that it was not
navigable when it was dry and certainly not navigable when it
was flooding. I explained that traditionally it had been
"dredged" by the county to keep the channel free of debris.
He asked if there was clear containment to the creek and I
told him about the old cars and mining tires that lined the
creekbed to keep floodwaters contained. He said that puting
the "dredged" material outside the creekbed or using to
enhance the containment was completely acceptable!

I told Mr. Salas about my chat and he directed the County
Engineer to communicate with the Corps to get things
normalized. That never happened, the County paid the
$10,000 fine, and the creek has been a mess ever since.

Nobody has had the cojones to take on the Corps or the EPA
since and the creekbed (and floodplain) is at least two feet
higher than it was back then. It's a disaster looking to happen
because our creek is a "navigable water."

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, February 6, 2017

Hard as Nails

I was listening to Rush Limbaugh the other day on the way
into town for some shopping. The Excellence In Broadcasting
Network radio commentator claims such brilliance that he ties
his brain behind his back! Limbaugh began broadcasting his
talk show in 1984 on KFBK in Sacramento, California. In
1988 he syndicated nationally from WABC in New York
City. His weekly cume of unique listeners, at 13.25 million,
makes him the most listened-to broadcaster in the United
States of America. He's been the voice of American
conservatism for some 35 years. I always take grief from my
Democrat friends when I mention El Rushbo. They don't like
him. Makes no never-mind to me. Over several decades, as a
broadcaster, I've found his show to be interesting and
refreshing - not that I always agree with him, because I don't.

At any rate, Limbaugh was talking about the President. The
EIB's head kahuna noted that from the day Donald Trump
declared his presidential candidacy on June 16th of 2015, the
drive-by (mainstream) media has been gunning for him. The
theme of the show was Trump's insensitivity to the constant
attacks on him personally, what he says and what he
proposes. Limbaugh said criticism rolls off this guy like water
off a duck's back. He painted the picture of a man who is hard
as nails.

Trump has been able to not only keep doing his job while
others called for his resignation, arrest or impeachment, but
also hit back as he said on a Fox News Townhall with Greta
Van Susteren (now on MSNBC at 6pm EST), "If somebody
hits me, I have to hit them back. I have to. I�m not going to sit
there and say, �I�m wonderful, I�m a president.� I want to
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win." Van Susteren asked him to expound on "Being
Presidential." "It means maybe not be so aggressive, maybe
not get so personal. But when people get personal with me,
they say, oh, they don�t like my hair, okay? If I ever said I
don�t like their hair it would be a headline. They�re allowed
to say whatever they want to about me. My hair is not that
bad is it? And it is my hair. But you know what happens?
What happens is they hit me and I hit them back harder and,
usually in all cases, they do it first. But they hit me and I hit
them back harder and they disappear. That�s what we want to
lead the country. I will be so presidential, Greta, you will be
so proud of me."

Limbaugh listed a number of things Trump said that would
have doomed any other candidate. Right out of the starting
gate in 2015 the media went ballistic over his statement about
Mexican illegals. "When Mexico sends its people, they're not
sending their best. They're not sending you. They're sending
people that have lots of problems, and they're bringing those
problems with us. They're bringing drugs. They're bringing
crime. They're rapists. And some, I assume, are good people,"
he said. The furor lasted for weeks but it didn't phase him!

And the crowds cheered. In August of 2015 Trump said, "The
Mexican government is much smarter, much sharper, much
more cunning. They send the bad ones over because they
don't want to pay for them. They don't want to take care of
them." Again the media went nuts! And Mexican President
Enrique Pe�a Nieto expressed his displeasure, but Trump
again remained un-phased. Any other politician, Republican
or Democrat, who said such a thing would be ridden out of
town on a rail!

It has taken almost two years and Trump, now the President,
is still making waves. The far left has reorganized with
financial help from George Soros. They mobilized huge
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crowds - led by masked thugs dressed in black - in opposition
to the Trump Inauguration and to his spate of Executive
Orders, including the mobs that showed up at airports across
the country to protest the so-called Muslim travel ban. Even
commentators on the usually conservative Fox News Channel
have taken a liberal tack on the travel issue. It's not a Muslim
ban. They don't get it that the media made up the name.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer went ballistic. He
held a press conference and openly wept, calling it mean-
spirited and un-American! There are those who say he was
putting on an act better than Harry Reid, his predecessor,
had ever done. But, as a matter of fact, the countries involved
in the Order are the seven "countries of concern" designated
by former President Obama as a "growing threat from foreign
terrorist fighters."

According to Memphis, TN News Channel 3 WREG, "In
December 2015, President Obama signed into law a measure
placing limited restrictions on certain travelers who had
visited Iran, Iraq, Sudan, or Syria on or after March 1,
2011. Two months later, the Obama administration added
Libya, Somalia, and Yemen to the list, in what it called an
effort to address 'the growing threat from foreign terrorist
fighters.' The restrictions specifically limited what is known
as visa-waiver travel by those who had visited one of the
seven countries within the specified time period."

Trump's Executive Order is not a travel ban. It's the promised
implementation of Extreme Vetting of immigrants from
seven countries that have been shown by the Obama
Administration to encourage terrorists. Again, Trump just
goes about his business. So far, every Executive Order issued
fulfills a promise made during the campaign, and President
Trump has said he intends to keep every one of them.
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Limbaugh was right. The drive-by media is going to fight
Trump until the mainstream becomes as ignored by the public
as it is by President Trump.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, February 9, 2017

Harry Reid, Jr.

The mainstream media has been having a field day with the
Democrats' new-found obstructionism aimed at all things
Trump. The drive-by media has focused like a laser on the
confirmation of the President's nominations for Cabinet
positions and the Supreme Court as well as anything that can
be interpreted as negative in his promised Executive Orders.
Meanwhile, the far left, funded by the likes of George Soros,
has been routinely organizing mobs. And in the middle of the
fray is Harry Reid's replacement, Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer.

Majority Leader Reid, as you may recall, imposed the
"Nuclear Option" as it came to be called. Paul Kane, in the
Washington Post November 21st of 2013 penned, "Senate
Democrats took the dramatic step Thursday of eliminating
filibusters for most nominations by presidents, a power play
they said was necessary to fix a broken system but one that
Republicans said will only rupture it further. ... Democrats
used a rare parliamentary move to change the rules so that
federal judicial nominees and executive-office appointments
can advance to confirmation votes by a simple majority of
senators, rather than the 60-vote supermajority that has been
the standard for nearly four decades."

With the Nuclear Option still in place, the shoe is on the other
foot. Now it's the Republicans who have the power. The
option is in play for Cabinet nominations, but so far, not for
Supreme Court Nominees. After nominating 10th Circuit
Court of Appeals Judge Neil Gorsuch to replace the late
Justice Antonin Scalia, Trump noted the foot-dragging by
Democrats who had effectively stopped confirmation of
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several nominees by not showing up for committee votes.
Fox' Shannon Bream noted, "This is like taking the ball home
and saying I'm not gonna play!"

In committee, the rules have it that at least one member of the
minority party must be present for a vote. By boycotting the
committees investigating several nominees, Democrats relied
on the rules to prevent the votes to confirm. In response,
President Trump openly advised Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell that if it came down to it, change the Senate rules
and invoke the "Nuclear Option" for ALL nominees. It isn't a
requirement that committees vet and approve all nominees,
but rather a long-held tradition. Thus, McConnell can simply
bypass committees and take the votes to confirm directly to
the Senate Floor.

Meanwhile, the Democrats were stymied in committee when
chairs simply got the Republicans to approve suspending the
rules. The votes to suspend were unanimous, as were the
subsequent recommendations to confirm.

Let me say this in closing: House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer need to
get with the program. They need to set the examples for their
peers and demonstrate the kind of leadership that moves our
country forward - not toward anarchy but rather toward
bipartisan civility and unity of purpose.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, February 13, 2017

Black-masked Thugs

Anarchy. That's what the Cambridge Dictionary calls "a
situation in which there is no organization and control,
especially in society, because there is no effective
government."

That's what happens when paid thugs dressed all in black
wearing black masks and hoodies foment riot, trash property
and beat or otherwise harm peaceful observers. Pandemonium
and mayhem are the goals of these law-breakers. Instigating
by-standers' participation is also a desirable outcome.
Police in some venues have rushed these thugs, taking them
down and whisking them away to jail. In those instances, the
illegal activity stops instantly. We saw this happen in
Washington DC before President Trump's Inauguration. Paid
thugs targeted a Starbucks coffee shop, crushing windows
and setting fires before they were rushed and taken away by
the DC Police. There was a video circulating on TV showing
a group of Oregon protesters blocking passage of downtown
traffic including a streetcar. The shot is from behind an
elderly woman near her left shoulder. All of a sudden a
swarm of police literally tackles all the perps in unison,
throws them on the ground and puts them in cuffs. The whole
swarm takes less than eight seconds! As the street-blockers
are being whisked away, the little old lady steps off the curb,
gleefully showing the "Portland Doom Squad" two thumbs
up.

On the other hand, we saw what happens when law
enforcement is enjoined by an administration from forcefully
containing violence. Reports from the University of
California at Berkeley had least 150 masked rioters clad in
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black tearing crowd barriers apart and using them to bash in
the thick glass doors on the Student Union. One of the thugs
was seen lighting a Molotov Cocktail at the base of a broken
door. There was also a video showing a woman hit in the face
with pepper spray by a perpetrator while being interviewed
on camera by CNN outlet KGO. Another shot shows three
armed men in uniform passively watching the mayhem from
a porch overlooking the anarchists at work. There was no
effort made to quell the lawlessness. UC Berkeley News the
next day reported some $100,000 in damages.

Billionaire George Soros is prominently named as the willing
supplier of the money needed to fund this thuggery across the
country. According to Snopes.com, a grantmaking network
founded by George Soros provided funding to some groups
that engaged in Ferguson-related protest activities. Mr. Soros
gave at least $33 million in one year to support already-
established groups that emboldened the grass-roots, on-the-
ground activists in Ferguson, according to the most recent tax
filings of his nonprofit Open Society Foundations.

Supposedly, money for organized troublemakers is funneled
through organizations like the SEIU, MoveOn.org and
MORE, a successor to ACORN. ACORN's disruptive
activities came under public scrutiny in 2009 and the
resulting loss of support and funding caused the closure of its
30 state offices. Black Lives Matter protesters held a sit-in at
the MORE offices when the organization stopped paying over
$5,000 per month to BLM thugs.

The protest racket goes deeper than a few billionaires. The
North Dacota Tax Commission is warning Dacota Access
Pipeline (DAPL) protesters that it will be expecting them to
file tax returns reporting the money received for their
activities. According to the Washington Times, more than 30
environmental organizations, including the Sierra Club, the
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Indigenous Environmental Network, Food and Water
Watch, 350.org and Greenpeace, have backed the Standing
Rock protest.

DAPL protesters had to leave when winter storms snowed
most of them out. Tribal leaders on the adjacent reservation
asked the remaining protesters to leave because they left a
mess behind that was causing pollution. They chose to stay
and pay the price.

TheBlaze reported on February 3rd, "Rob Keller, spokesman
for the Morton County sheriff�s office, told the Guardian
on Wednesday night that it was too soon to say what charges
were being filed. In a statement, he claimed that a 'rogue
group of protesters' had trespassed on private property.
"'A lot of water protectors really felt that we needed to make
some sort of stand as far as treaty rights,' said Linda Black
Elk, a member of the Catawba Nation. 'We basically started
to see police mobilizing from all directions. Someone came
along and told us we had about 15 minutes before the camp
would get raided.'"

Washington Post: "The federal government announced [...]
that it was dispatching Bureau of Indian Affairs agents to
help clear Dakota Access Pipeline protesters from the
Standing Rock Sioux reservation.

"Some activists have moved to higher ground, and [...]
authorities arrested 74 of them who had decamped to land
owned by the pipeline�s developer, Energy Transfer
Partners.

"Acting assistant secretary of Indian affairs Michael S. Black
said the agency had sent 'enforcement support and will assist'
the tribe 'in closing the protest camps within the Standing
Rock Reservation boundary.'
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�'North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum, the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe leadership, local law enforcement, and local
landowners have all warned the public and those still camped
of the dangerous spring flooding expected due to the heavy
amount of snowfall the state received this winter,' Black said.
'The closing of the camps is a matter of public health and
safety, and working together at this time will allow for the
safe removal of waste and debris that will impact the local
environment and protection of those camped.'

"The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe had already passed a tribal
resolution asking protesters to leave and requesting federal
aid in closing the camp."

I'm waiting to see if there are any folks on this country's
leadership who will develop the cojones to handle the thugs
the same way California Governor Ronald Reagan did in
1969. Same place, same criminal activity.

The Berkeley riots were about 2.8 acres of University land
the rioters wanted to make into a park. U C planned on using
the land for student housing. Some 600 young people initially
demonstrated at the U C Berkeley campus, eventually moving
to the park around which an eight-food chain-link fence had
been erected. There were close to 3,000 of them by the time
they reached the property. The Berkeley Police and California
Highway Patrol were called in to quell the violence and
disperse the crowd - to no avail. By the next day the mob had
swelled to some 6,000. That's when Reagan called in the
California National Guard with instructions to take whatever
measures were needed to bring the event to a halt. One
student was killed, one blinded, 128 Berkeley residents were
admitted to local hospitals, and 111 police officers were
injured, including one who was stabbed in the chest.
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The same kind of force used in 1969 probably wouldn't be
necessary today. Law enforcement has changed a lot since the
'60s. Like the Portland Doom Squad, police special operations
and crowd control are sweeping, swift and surgical, capturing
lawbreakers forcefully and taking them off site and out of
danger almost immediately.

How many protesters remain at Standing Rock? Hopefully,
no black-masked anarchist thugs.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, February 16, 2017

Obstructionism

This writing two columns a week is a son-of-a-gun! I really
don't like playing politics every time. But, there is something
to be said about the crazy stuff that's been going on across our
country. Not to mention that some of the things I write make
my liberal friends just go nuts! Maybe it's the way I write. Or
not. So, I guess that may be a couple of good reasons to keep
on writing.

A little over a week ago, (I started this on February 8th) we
witnessed something never done before in American political
history: The confirmation of an Official nominated to the
President's Cabinet - by the Vice President of the United
States. The Senate tied 50 to 50 in the vote to confirm
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, which forced the Vice
President (who is the President of the Senate) to cast the tie-
breaking vote. All the Democrats voted no along with two
Republicans. Of course, as expected, Vice President Mike
Pence voted to confirm.

The goal of President Trump was to have all of his
nominations, including his Supreme Court Nominee 10th
Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Neil Gorsuch confirmed
within 30 days or so. Even with all the opposition's foot-
dragging it seems to be going along pretty well, so far, give or
take a day or two. But ... depending on the ire of the left in
the Congress, it may take a while longer to do the Supreme
Court thing.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch ... the Democrats are plotting
what to do next. The talking heads on TV have been fleshing
out the contention that Democrats in the House and Senate
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are livid that they lost the General election to Donald
Trump. The operative word is hate! Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer showed that hatred openly during a January
29th press conference about President Trump's ban on
immigration from seven countries in the middle-east. He
worked himself into such a snit that he had to stop for a
moment to catch his breath through his tears. The President
called them "fake" tears and wondered out loud, "I'm gonna
ask him who is his acting coach." Actually, the two men get
along very well and Schumer got a kick out of the President's
remark. Yes, according to TIME they go back decades to a
time when the President's dad, builder Fred Trump, and
Chuck's maternal grandfather worked together in Brooklyn.

Just over a week ago Senator Elizabeth Warren was directed
to sit down after violating a rule forbidding the besmirching
of another Senator's character. She was reading into the
record a highly critical letter from the late Corretta Scott
King written in 1986 about Jeff Sessions who, at the time,
was being considered for a seat on the Federal Bench. Last
week, Senator Sessions was under consideration for U S
Attorney General, something the Democrat minority was
fighting to delay or prevent. GOP Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell called out Warren for impugning Senator
Sessions' integrity. She objected and continued reading.
McConnell complained to the President pro-tem again. The
question was called and by a 49 to 43 party-line vote Warren
was rebuked and not allowed to re-take the floor. Of course,
she was furious and left the Senate chamber in a huff.
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer called it "selective
enforcement."

California's 43rd Congressional District Representative
Maxine Waters has been calling for President Trump's
impeachment, even though the man has only been in office
for four weeks! Waters said last week that she's keeping a list
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of things Trump has done to deserve being brought before the
House. Impeachment by the House of Representatives is
tantamount to a criminal indictment. President Bill Clinton
was impeached December 19th, 1998 on charges of perjury
and obstruction of justice. However, as with President
Andrew Johnson in 1868, the Senate failed to convict
Clinton. The only other presidential impeachment process in
American history was leveled against President Richard
Nixon, who resigned rather than continue in 1974.

Democrats have been doing everything they can think of to
derail the Trump train. The President calls the Democrats'
delays of his nominations "disgraceful." He tweeted a week
ago Wednesday that it was a disgrace his full cabinet had not
yet been seated. Even Chicago's Mayor Rahm Emanuel
observed that the Senate Democrats need to chill out. �It took
us a long time to get this low. It ain�t gonna happen in 2018,�
he said during a discussion at the Stanford Graduate School
of Business. �Take a chill pill, man. You gotta be in this for
the long haul. And if you think it�s going to be a quick
turnaround like that, it�s not.� He went on, �Winning�s
everything. You don�t win, you can�t make the public policy. I
say that because it is hard for people in our party to accept
that principle. Sometimes you just got to win. OK? And our
party likes to be right even if they lose.� Interesting
observation, you think? Better to lose than be wrong. No
wonder!

Meanwhile, the circus in the Federal Courts over the January
27th Executive Order invoking Extreme Vetting has taken
courtroom intervention, obstruction and lawmaking to new
heights.

One week ago, Arizona Senator Jeff Flake introduced a Bill
that is getting substantial support. It would break up the ultra-
liberal 9th Circuit into two pieces. The new 12th Circuit
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would be comprised of Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada and Arizona. The newly re-allocated 9th would be
made up of the Pacific States of California, Oregon, and
Hawaii as well as the Northern Mariana Islands and Guam. A
House version of the Bill, introduced by Arizona
Congressman Andy Biggs last week, would leave
Washington State in the 9th. In 1891, when the Ninth Circuit
was formed, it was sparsely populated, containing just 4% of
the country's population spread over some 40% of the U S
land mass. It encompasses 20% of the population today,
making the sprawling 9th Circuit Court of Appeals the most
over-worked, bogged-down Bench in the nation. It's also the
most over-turned by the U S Supreme Court.

About my writing ... got any suggestions for subjects in the
future? No. Seriously!

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.



Thayer�s Wild Bunch IV

66

Monday, February 20, 2017

Take A Deep Breath ...

The closing line on the news the other day was, "Take a deep
breath, get a life, and move along." Now, I didn't have to
speculate what that one was about ... it was a parting shot at
the idiots that were picking on Donald Trump for sticking up
for his daughter Ivanka about her shoe, apparel, jewelry and
handbag lines. That was the story following the one over
Presidential Counselor Kellyanne Conway's remarks about
buying Ivanka's brands. Oh, boy, that sure is a bunch of earth-
shaking news! I mean, it's got to be worth at least six to seven
news-cycles, what with the sabre-rattling from the PC Ethics
gang on the Left and all.

No. Really. It's just more of that fake news. At least seven
different fashion outlets dropped the Ivanka line of clothing
and jewelry under pressure from boycotts brought by on-line
fanatics. Conway was quoted by CNN News, "Go buy
Ivanka's stuff, is what I would tell you," Conway said. "It's a
wonderful line. I own some of it. I fully -- I'm going to just,
I'm going to give a free commercial here: Go buy it today,
everybody. You can find it online." Although they deny it,
Nordstrom's, Neiman Marcus, Shoes.com, Belk, Jet,
ShopStyle and Glit all dropped the Ivanka fashion line
because of those in the #GrabYourWallet boycott movement.
Sears and Kmart dropped items from the Trump Home line a
few days later. Businessinsider.com reported that
"Nordstrom became one of the main targets of the anti-Trump
boycotts after a shopper's open letter to the retailer went viral
in October. The letter called Ivanka Trump's brand 'toxic' and
demanded Nordstrom stop selling it." Sales of her products
began to slow shortly after the letter was published.
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As I see it ... the real, hard news story is about how a boycott
on social media can affect sales of products, including in this
instance the daughter of the President of the United States.
The story is not "We dropped the line because sales
slumped." It's about an online open letter to a retail outlet and
the resultant boycott against Nordstrom's and eight other
outlets meant solely as an assault on the daughter of President
Donald J. Trump. Instead of a real, in-depth report of how
social media has the capacity to ruin the lives and livelihoods
of innocents, we are bombarded with mostly meaningless pap
from a mainstream media bent on nothing less than revenge
because the Democrats (and the drive-by media) lost a major
election.

Take a deep breath, get a life, and move along, now ...

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, February 23, 2017

A trophy and a safe space

Republicans and Democrats are outnumbered by
Independents. So, why are the polls reporting only how the
Dems and the GOP feel about today's issues? Look at this
Gallup Poll graph:

26% GOP, 29% DEM, 42% IND

We know that the President's approval ratings are in the tank
right now with both Republicans and Democrats. That will
change. But, why don't we know what percentage of
Independents hate/love/could care less about Trump?

In scrounging for background on this subject, I was able to
find this from November 10, 2016. Phillip Stucky wrote the
following in the Daily Caller:
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"Voters aren�t concerned about Republican nominee Donald
Trump�s comments during a 2005 interview about women,
according to a national NBC/Surveymonkey poll published
Monday morning [the day before the November 8th
election].

"A strong majority of 63 percent of Independent voters
reported that Trump�s comments make no difference in their
decision about who to support in November, compared to
only 33 percent of Democrats, and 81 percent of Republicans.

"Thirty-one percent of Independents also reported that they
were less likely to vote for the Republican nominee for
president, compared to only 3 percent who reported the
comments made them more likely to vote for Trump.

"Twelve percent of Republicans reported they were less likely
to support Trump, and 1 percent of Democrats reported they
were more likely to vote for Trump after hearing the
comments.

"Similarly, 63 percent of Independent voters said the
comments weren�t enough to warrant the Republican
nominee�s exit from the race, compared to just 34 percent of
Democrats who reported the same.

"Not surprisingly, 84 percent of Republicans reported they
didn�t feel that Trump should leave the race, although 12
percent of Republican voters said Trump needed to leave the
race.

"Overall, Clinton leads Trump by 5 points, earning 46 percent
compared to Trump�s 41 percent. Libertarian candidate Gary
Johnson earned 8 percent, and Green Party nominee Jill Stein
rounded out the pack with 3 percent.
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"Clinton leads the Real Clear Average by 4.9 percentage
points, earning 47.9 percent compared to Trump�s 43 percent.
Trump continues to lead in the LA Times daily tracking poll.

"The NBC poll surveyed 23,329 likely voters, and ran from
Oct. 3 through Oct 9, although the components relating to
Trump�s comments came after the survey was published
Friday. The poll carried a margin of error 1 percentage point
in either direction."

You've gotta do the math, but when you do ... you'll find that
some 57% of the electorate could care less about the Trump
"locker room" talk. Of the total electorate 9.5% of Dems
didn't care, and 21% of the GOP felt the Trump talk was
overrated. The remaining 26.5% of likely voters, the
Independents, were not swayed.

I'm struck by how far off the mark the polls were on Clinton
vs. Trump the day before the 2016 election. The spread for
Clinton was 4.9 percentage points in the Real Clear Poll and
five points in the NBC/Surveymonkey Poll. Somehow both
Polls missed the probable results from states that could have
the greatest effect on the Electoral College results. I think
this is why so many people - including the mainstream media
- are angry about the election.

Everybody ... and I do mean everybody ... forgot that
members of the Electoral College are selected by the popular
vote of millions of citizens, but it's the Electoral College that
elects the President by a simple majority of just 270! Because
everybody forgot about that very basic part of the U S
Constitution, they ended up embarrassed and looking stupid.
Maybe it's because most of the electorate never learned about
it or perhaps civics has become a forgotten class in school. So
far, the liberals have been successful in redirecting the
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resultant anger toward Donald Trump, INS/ICE and the
Republican majorities in the Congress.

Several weeks after the election, Bernie Sanders asked, �Do
we stay with a failed status quo approach or do we go forward
with a fundamental restructuring?� Good question, Bernie.
Frank Bruni of the New York Times wrote an analysis of
just that question, "I ... noticed a contradiction between their
rightful worry about focusing too much on Trump and their
continued focus on � Trump. That dynamic was reflected in
a recent poll showing that while 41 percent of Democrats
were unfamiliar with their party�s Senate leader, Chuck
Schumer, only 29 percent were unfamiliar with Trump�s
apocalyptic guru, Steve Bannon. Democrats at all levels are
clearer on their enemies than on their agenda. ... operational
failures alone can�t explain the Democratic disadvantages in
the Senate, House, governor�s offices and statehouses."

The question is: Will the Democrats come up with clear,
concise goals and concentrate on the key states in 2018 and
2020? The answer is nope. Anger is so deeply entrenched in
the Democratic base that no party leader will be able to
redirect it into constructive campaigning. Chanting mobs
driven by bull-horn toting paid trouble-makers aren't going to
go away any time soon. Those "community organizers" must
first be replaced by truly inspiring leaders capable of
capturing the imagination of young people and narrowly
focusing that inspiration on winning. The problem with that is
our children are not actively taught to win any more ... they
don't know how because everybody gets a trophy and a safe
space.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, February 27, 2017

Arby's, KFC, et al

I recall Arby's Roast Beef sandwiches at 4 for 5 bucks. Now
they're $3.29 each. What the Hell happened? Now they've got
French dip, turkey, chicken, fish and fajitas and ... what ever
happened to the Classic Arby's Roast Beef Sandwich? It's
buried behind all the other stuff. Once upon a time, Arby's
had a scrumptious BLT. No more. It got lost behind all the
other stuff. I remember when Arby's was like McDonalds -
presenting super-fast, reasonably-priced food from a very
short menu with a choice of three sandwiches, three shakes
and three soft-drinks. The menu now has 52 meal selections,
7 snacks, 5 sliders, 3 kids meals, 2 salads, 16 sides, 5 deserts
and 5 drinks. Two things have happened. 1) It costs much
more to operate a fast food outfit with a big menu. 2) It takes
longer to get the food because of the prep time, and you know
the old adage: Time is money. Arby's is no longer a fast-food
outlet. Higher overhead and higher prices meant they priced
themselves out of my market here in rural Arizona. They left
town!

Then there was Kentucky Fried Chicken. The Colonel had
the right idea. Sell take-out fried chicken for a reasonable
price with 3 shakes and 3 drinks - kinda like McDonalds was
doing with hamburgers. But you know what? They don't have
an outlet in Globe-Miami Arizona anymore! They did the
same stuff Arby's did - expanded the menu and slowed down
prep time, increasing overhead and reducing profits. KFC is
another outfit that priced themselves out of rural markets.

I remember buying a McDonald's hamburger for 15 cents.
Now it's $1.29 - almost an-order-of-magnitude more than the
original. You want something reasonable in the food
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department at McDonald's anymore? Fogedabowdit! A stupid
salad costs more than a diamond ring! A Big Mac cost 49
cents not that long ago, but now? $3.99! As John Stossel
would say, "Give me a break!"

Except for its incredible location in Globe-Miami Arizona,
McDonald's would be gone by now because of decreased
profitability and bloated pricing, the results of much higher
overhead, a humongous menu, and increased prep time. One
other thing has happened over the years ... customers have to
wait. Back in the day it took about as long to make a burger
as it did a milk-shake. That made the wait time about one
minute, two if you had to wait in line! Now, there are 153
items on the McDonald's menu. Your choice for chow can
make for some serious wait time today.

Another serious issue is raising its head in Arizona - a 25%
increase in the minimum wage this year. It remains to be seen
if location and brand name will save McDonalds in Globe.

Church's Chicken is located in one of the worst business lots
in the area, but they've maintained the menu, prep speed and
pricing that put them on the map in the first place. Church's
could double or even tripple business with a more accessible
location. Be that as it may ... Church's Chicken is takin' care
'o bidness at the corner of Hwy 60 and Radonovich Drive in
Globe, Az.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, March 2, 2017

We Make Too Much Money

Last year GOP presidential candidate Trump spoke to Steel
Workers Union members and the UAW, asserting that "We
make too much money." My understanding of what he was
getting at, in context, was that Unions have been doing
themselves out of work because they have pushed wages past
corporate profitability, forcing many manufacturers to go
elsewhere to build their products. See: Ford Motor Company,
Carrier Air Conditioning, et al.

January 24th U.S. Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Az) introduced the
Transportation Investment Recalibration to Equality (TIRE)
Act. The measure effectively suspends portions of the Davis-
Bacon act of 1931 relating to federal highway construction
projects. Davis-Bacon assures that laborers and mechanics on
government-funded projects make at least the local prevailing
wage. Suspension would make the infrastructure work
proposed by the Trump Administration a lot more
competitive, opening up bidding opportunities for small
employers and putting to work huge numbers of otherwise
unemployed construction workers.

A second issue relative to "too much money" is the minimum
wage. Trump said in the debates that America is loosing to
other countries as a result of high minimum wages. Because
we are forced by law to "make too much money," two things
are happening: 1) Inflation and 2) less youth jobs. The
evidence of high minimum wage's damage is in Seattle and
Los Angeles where inflation is rampant and young people
who could be working at entry-level jobs in the food and
lodging industries are out on the streets. Young people with
nothing to do get into trouble.
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Another example is McDonald's responding to higher
minimum wages by replacing selected personnel with
automated kiosks at some 600 outlets across the country. This
is being done in direct response to SEIU and other Unions'
demands for a $15 an hour wage.

Because of a mandated "living" wage, kids don't get the
entry-level jobs with subsequent raises as they gain
experience and seek better pay based on their employment
history. Instead, workers with families to support will labor at
two or three entry-level jobs, taking them out of play for
young people just getting started in the workforce. It appears
that people are being forced to work their butts off just to
make ends meet right now - today.

Here in Globe-Miami we have businesses forced to lay off
workers and raise prices because Arizona voters passed
Proposition 206 mandating a 49% increase in the minimum
wage. The minimum was $8.05 last year. This year it's up
over 24% to $10.00. It increases incrementally 50 cents a year
until it reaches $12.00 in 2020. A close friend has increased
his own hours and laid off one employee to meet the new
requirements and he's planning to increase prices in
proportion to increases coming from his suppliers.

It looks like we actually are being forced to "make too much
money."

I read a Twitter post last week that sorta fits right here:
"You've gotta love liberals. They're kinda like Pet Rocks.
Only not as smart!"

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, March 6, 2017

coup d'�tat

So, if I read my newspaper, online reports and cable TV news
correctly, the Democrats have been attempting to craft a non-
violent coup d'�tat against the Trump Administration. Now
really, how crazy is that? I know. I know. All my liberal
friends are reacting like I've gone bonkers about this latest
political plan to unseat the President and his lackies. But, I
say ... it's real!

Just consider the players: Harry Reid, Nancy Pelosi,
Elizabeth Warren, Chuck Schumer, Hillary Clinton, John
Kerry, Barack Obama. These folks are the "bigs", as they
say of America's favorite sport. These people are the biggest
and brightest - the greatest liars of all time! With the mention
of each of these names a little phrase comes to mind. "To this
day he hasn�t released his tax returns ...", "We have to pass
the Bill ...", "I'm proud of my Native American heritage ...",
"I would not block him ...", "put a lid on Iran's nuclear
program ...", "Israel is a burden ...", and "You can keep your
doctor ..."

In the early years of this decade, Glenn Beck had an
interesting TV show. Every day he presented a subject about
US politics or American history. His way of doing it was
mesmerizing to most. He had his set constructed like a
classroom - big - with room for lots of charts and what
seemed like a gazillion blackboards (with real chalk - for
those of you who remember such stuff!)

We've talked here on a number of occasions of Cloward and
Piven and of Saul Alinski. Back in January of 2010, on his
Fox News program, Glenn Beck warned of catastrophic
results for our enconomy if President Obama kept pushing his
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"fundamental transformation of America." You can read his
take on on this pair of radical activists for yourself at the
following link:
http://www.foxnews.com/story/2010/01/05/cloward-piven-
and-fundamental-transformation-america.html

Wikipedia says of Alinski: "Saul David Alinsky (January 30,
1909 - June 12, 1972) was an American community organizer
and writer. He is generally considered to be the founder of
modern community organizing. He is often noted for his 1971
book Rules for Radicals."

In February of 2010 Glenn Beck brought up Saul Alinski
during an installment of his program on Fox News. There is
YouTube footage of it at this link:
https://youtu.be/OBQtSr85RuM

The thing about Beck was his earnestness - he was serious
about the subject matter and determined - it was like the
world was going to end if the audience didn't take his
sometimes outrageous presentations to heart. He literally
spent months on Cloward and Piven and Saul Alinski, all the
while doing his best not to panic. Some of my friends called
him a loony-tune. As a matter of fact, they still do! He is such
a patriotic guy, driven to protect America from the crazies out
there who are willing to do almost anything to turn the US
into a socialist country.

That's where Alinski comes in. There are only six (some say
twelve) rules for radicals and every one of them has been in
play for the last nine or ten years. Community organization
was at the heart of Barack Obama's elections as well as his
campaign slogans Yes We Can! and Hope & Change. The
whole of Obama's tenure was driven by his roots as a
community organizer and he played it by the book. Alinski's
book. In the beginning the object was to attract huge crowds

http://www.foxnews.com/story/2010/01/05/cloward-piven-
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of young people using the tried a true help of Unions and
Union organizers. Both the SEIU and the UAW were pressed
into service, providing manpower and printing services. At
one point ACORN was at the forefront of community
organizing, but it was caught intimidating voters and
fomenting unrest. Still, all of Alinski's rules have been in
play, along with increasingly organized violence. The object
being the fundamental transformation of America.

The idea of a non-violent coup d'�tat against US President
Donald Trump is just the thing to fulfill Cloward and
Piven�s dream of a socialist America. Look at the plan
without seeing it. First there's the charge that the Russians
messed with the outcome of the election. On-going
investigations have been in progress since Hillary's server
was discovered. These probes include allegations that the
Trump campaign and Russian President Vladimir Putin
colluded to throw the election.

In mid-February National Security Advisor to the President,
Michael Flynn was forced to resign over disproven
allegations that he had discussed US sanctions against
Moscow with Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak. Flynn
had neglected to include details of those allegations when he
reported to Vice President Mike Pence, a mistake that cost
him his job. Not over the allegations, which were a put-up
job, but that he concealed the whole story from the Vice
President. Worse, there were reports that surveillance
transcriptions of Flynn's conversations with Kislyak had been
circulating in the press.

Attorney General Jeff Sessions was accused of lying to
congress about conversations with the Russian Embassador.
In context, Sessions had testified that he never talked about
US sanctions on Russia with the Embassador. What was
taken as perjury by some is his statement, "I have been called
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a surrogate at a time or two in that campaign, and I didn�t
have - did not have communications with the Russians, ... and
I�m unable to comment on it." Again, in context, the subject
at hand was sanctions. The pressure was on for him to resign
... instead he called a press conference to announce that he
would be recusing himself from any investigations involving
Russian influence on the elections. President Trump was
angry that Sessions caved in to the pressure. Meanwhile,
there have been cries of foul and demands for an independent
investigation.

We're talking about a planned, and so far well-executed, coup
d'�tat   against   the   Trump   Administration.   According   to
RealClearPolitics.com,      Breitbart's     Joel   Pollack put
together this  timeline  of  the  so-called  "coup"  launched  by
Obama against Trump:

1. June 2016: FISA request. The Obama
administration files a request with the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISA) to monitor
communications involving Donald Trump and several
advisers. The request, uncharacteristically, is denied.

2. July: Russia joke. Wikileaks releases emails from
the Democratic National Committee that show an
effort to prevent Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) from
winning the presidential nomination. In a press
conference, Donald Trump refers to Hillary Clinton�s
own missing emails, joking: �Russia, if you�re
listening, I hope you�re able to find the 30,000 e-mails
that are missing.� That remark becomes the basis for
accusations by Clinton and the media that Trump
invited further hacking.

3. October: Podesta emails. In October, Wikileaks
releases the emails of Clinton campaign chair John
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Podesta, rolling out batches every day until the
election, creating new mini-scandals. The Clinton
campaign blames Trump and the Russians.

4. October: FISA request. The Obama
administration submits a new, narrow request to the
FISA court, now focused on a computer server in
Trump Tower suspected of links to Russian banks. No
evidence is found - but the wiretaps continue,
ostensibly for national security reasons, Andrew
McCarthy at National Review later notes. The Obama
administration is now monitoring an opposing
presidential campaign using the high-tech surveillance
powers of the federal intelligence services.

5. January 2017: Buzzfeed/CNN dossier. Buzzfeed
releases, and CNN reports, a supposed intelligence
�dossier� compiled by a foreign former spy. It
purports to show continuous contact between Russia
and the Trump campaign, and says that the Russians
have compromising information about Trump. None
of the allegations can be verified and some are proven
false. Several media outlets claim that they had been
aware of the dossier for months and that it had been
circulating in Washington.

6. January: Obama expands NSA sharing. As
Michael Walsh later notes, and as the New York
Times reports, the outgoing Obama administration
�expanded the power of the National Security Agency
to share globally intercepted personal
communications with the government�s 16 other
intelligence agencies before applying privacy
protections.� The new powers, and reduced
protections, could make it easier for intelligence on
private citizens to be circulated improperly or leaked.
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7. January: Times report. The New York Times
reports, on the eve of Inauguration Day, that several
agencies - the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), the National
Security Agency (NSA) and the Treasury Department
are monitoring several associates of the Trump
campaign suspected of Russian ties. Other news
outlets also report the exisentence of �a multiagency
working group to coordinate investigations across the
government,� though it is unclear how they found out,
since the investigations would have been secret and
involved classified information.

8. February: Mike Flynn scandal. Reports emerge
that the FBI intercepted a conversation in 2016
between future National Security Adviser Michael
Flynn - then a private citizen - and Russian
Ambassador Sergey Kislyak. The intercept
supposedly was part of routine spying on the
ambassador, not monitoring of the Trump campaign.
The FBI transcripts reportedly show the two
discussing Obama�s newly-imposed sanctions on
Russia, though Flynn earlier denied discussing them.
Sally Yates, whom Trump would later fire as acting
Attorney General for insubordination, is involved in
the investigation. In the end, Flynn resigns over
having misled Vice President Mike Pence (perhaps
inadvertently) about the content of the conversation.

9. February: Times claims extensive Russian
contacts. The New York Times cites �four current
and former American officials� in reporting that the
Trump campaign had �repeated contacts with senior
Russian intelligence officials." The Trump campaign
denies the claims - and the Times admits that there is
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�no evidence� of coordination between the campaign
and the Russians. The White House and some
congressional Republicans begin to raise questions
about illegal intelligence leaks.

10. March: the Washington Post targets Jeff
Sessions. The Washington Post reports that Attorney
General Jeff Sessions had contact twice with the
Russian ambassador during the campaign - once at a
Heritage Foundation event and once at a meeting in
Sessions�s Senate office. The Post suggests that the
two meetings contradict Sessions�s testimony at his
confirmation hearings that he had no contacts with the
Russians, though in context (not presented by the
Post) it was clear he meant in his capacity as a
campaign surrogate, and that he was responding to
claims in the �dossier� of ongoing contacts. The New
York Times, in covering the story, adds that the
Obama White House �rushed to preserve� intelligence
related to alleged Russian links with the Trump
campaign. By �preserve� it really means
�disseminate�: officials spread evidence throughout
other government agencies �to leave a clear trail of
intelligence for government investigators� and
perhaps the media as well.

The Democrats have to keep finding little titbits that can be
nuanced into screaming headlines so as to keep the Trump
Administration constantly on defense. But President Trump
has become accustomed to leading the headlines. He
countered the early March brouhaha by "tweeting" his own
allegation that Obama had his "wires tapped" in Tump Tower.
You know, Pollack was right. HeatStreet.com first published
the FISA wire tap story way back on November 7th last year:
https://heatst.com/world/exclusive-fbi-granted-fisa-warrant-
covering-trump-camps-ties-to-russia/
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Saturday Kimberly Gilfoyle guest-hosted Fox News'
Watters' World. Ms. Gilfoyle interviewed Fox contributor
Geraldo Rivera and liberal Journalist and Senior Advisor to
the Bush Administration Cathy Areu about her connection in
the Obama White House. Watch the stunning YouTube video
here: https://youtu.be/OSdODs7XWSY That's not all. They
had Col. Tony Shaffer, retired CIA intel operative, on to
follow up: https://youtu.be/u-Oga4AVrj8

Mark Levin appeared on Fox News Fox and Friends
Yesterday to make  the case  for  President Trump.    You can
watch the YouTube video here:
https://youtu.be/91fNfGjZdM0

The Trump Administration has called for a Congressional
investigation into the Obama wiretap allegations. The Trump
charges have been added to the now considerable list before
the committee investigating "Russian Connection" allegations
raised by the Democrats. And the non-violent coup d'�tat
against the Trump Administration rumbles along at a
predictable snail's pace.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, March 9, 2017

All About the Money

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi was famously quoted
as she addressed complaints that the text of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Healthcare Act (ObamaCare) was
unavailable.

Well, turn-about's fair play, as they say. The Republican
majority in the House has been accused of dragging its feet
and being slow to provide the details of a replacement for
ObamaCare.

According to Vox writer Ezra Klein in early January, "It
sounded like Pelosi was admitting the Democrats had a plan
to jam through passage of a bill whose contents were secret.
'We have to pass the bill so you can find out what is in it'
became a handy symbol of everything wrong with Obamacare
and the process behind its passage. Republicans have quite
literally adopted 'we have to pass the bill so you can find out
what is in it' as their health reform strategy."
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January 31st the Representative from San Francisco fired
back at the GOP with this fusillade on CNN: "Instead of
focusing on jobs and wages, Republicans have decided to
launch an all-out assault on affordable health care in
America. Their plan is to repeal the Affordable Care Act,
slash Medicaid, and destroy the sacred Medicare guarantee
that has protected generations of Americans. ... The
Republicans' plan won't make America great again. It will
make America sick again. ... Repeal of the Affordable Care
Act will lead to death, disability and suffering. And
Republicans will do all of this to give a massive new tax
break to the wealthiest - as they abandon seniors and working
families across America. ... Democrats will stand our ground
to protect the Affordable Care Act, because we believe ... that
health care is the right of every American, not just the
privileged few."

Andrew Kugle writing in the Washington Free Beacon
penned the following February 23rd:

"A former Republican lawmaker who led the charge to repeal
Obamacare while in Congress has now come out to say it will
not happen.

"Former House Speaker John Boehner (Ohio) told an
Orlando health care conference on Thursday [2/23] that a full
repeal and replace of Obamacare is 'not going to happen,'
Politico reported.

"'[Congressional Republicans are] going to fix Obamacare�I
shouldn't call it repeal-and-replace, because it's not going to
happen,' Boehner said.
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"[The former Congressman] argued that the law will instead
be changed in a few ways but the majority of President
Obama's health care law will stay intact.

"'Most of the framework of the Affordable Care Act � that's
going to be there,' Boehner said.

"Boehner's comments came a week after President Trump and
current House Speaker Paul Ryan (R., Wis.) hinted that a
repeal and replace plan could be released in early March.

"'We're doing Obamacare, we're in the final stages,' [President
Donald] Trump said. 'So, we will be submitting sometime in
early March, mid-March.'"

"Boehner called Republicans' talk about a quick repeal and
replace too optimistic."

ZeroHedge reported the following from Goldman Sach's
Alec Phillips:

"The original Republican strategy was to address the law in
two phases. The first phase was to repeal most of the fiscal
provisions via the reconciliation process, which allows
passage in the Senate with only 51 votes, and therefore
potentially only with Republican support. These provisions
would take effect with a delay, preserving the status quo for
perhaps two years. In the second phase, Congress would
enact a replacement program to provide some continuation of
the coverage provided under the ACA, with the details to be
determined during the two-year transition period.

"This two-stage approach would theoretically have two
advantages over addressing the issue in one piece of
legislation.
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First, it would have allowed congressional
Republicans and President Trump to quickly follow
through on a key campaign priority, without spending
much of the first year of the new term, when political
momentum is greatest, sorting out the details of any
replacement.

Second, it would have allowed repeal to pass via the
reconciliation process with only 51 votes�
presumably only Republican votes�but the
replacement to pass under regular order with 60 votes.
This would allow for changes to insurance market
regulation and other non-fiscal policies that cannot be
addressed via the budget reconciliation process.

"Some centrist Republicans, particularly in the Senate, have
signaled support for a substantial continuation of expanded
benefits and have called for at least some elements of the
replacement program to be included in the repeal legislation.
By contrast, some conservative lawmakers support repeal of
the law with limited replacement of the current subsidies.
Republican leaders have taken a position that is in between
these approaches."

Friday, the week of CPAC, President Trump pledged (again)
that there would be repeal and replacement of ObamaCare.
He said he was aware of all the news panic about people
losing their health coverage and he noted that the easiest way
to repeal the ACA would be to do nothing for two years. In
two years the healthcare program would be collapsing under
its own weight, the American people would be suffering and
Congressional Democrats would be begging to support the
Republican repeal and replace plan. But, he followed those
remarks by saying that would not be the right thing to do.
Instead, he's urging the Congress to move forward with plans
to repeal and replace.
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A February 24th article in the New York Times from
Contributing Op-Ed writer Steve Rattner addressed the heart
of the repeal and replace problem for the Congress.

"The crux of the problem is that the Republicans want to
repeal most - if not all - of the taxes that were put in place to
finance the health care expansion, which would make
maintaining the benefits mathematically impossible.

"According to the Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget, the Medicaid expansion and the exchange subsidies
will cost $2 trillion over the next 10 years. Some of that
would be paid for by a variety of savings in the expenses of
Medicare and Medicaid.

"However, about $1 trillion - roughly half - of these costs are
being paid for by a variety of taxes and fees that the
Republicans want to repeal, provisions like the 3.8 percent
levy on investment income, the 0.9 percent surtax on
Medicare hospital insurance, penalties on individuals who do
not buy coverage and so forth."

More simply put, it all gets down to the money. The
government can't adequately subsidize the Health Insurance
industry to hold policy premiums down. Insurers have been
bailing out, leaving many states with only one provider.
Losses to some of the country's largest health insurance
providers have been in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
Remaining providers, faced with the possibility of future
losses, have increased premiums sharply.

In January last year United Healthcare, America's largest
health insurance provider, announced it would be
withdrawing from participation in the exchanges. It was
projecting losses for 2016 approaching $1 billion on
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ObamaCare policies. Actual losses were reported at $450
million.

Aetna, the third largest health insurance provider anounced
last August that it would be pulling out of 11 of the 15
ObamaCare exchanges after pre-tax losses of some $200
million.

Humana, another of the country's largest insurers, announced
in early February that it would be pulling out of the
exchanges in 2018 because of $45 million in projected losses
for 2017.

The remaining insurers have been forced to increase
premiums. Arizona patients have seen premium increases of
116%. The premium for a hypothetical 27-year-old with a
benchmark �second-lowest cost silver plan� jumped from
$196 to $422 per month. While Minnesota saw increases of
some 60%, the average increase in 2017 premiums
nationwide was something like twenty-five percent.

Mount Sinai Health System President and CEO Kenneth
Davis, in an appearance on CNBC, said, �Premiums are
going up, deductibles are higher and that�s a problem ...
What it�s all about is that not enough healthy people have
signed up.� And that created a lopsided business model. The
elderly use the lion's share of healthcare and cost the insurers
the largest amount. Young healthy users rarely see a doctor
and are the least costly for insurers. The ACA was supposed
to pay for itself through mandated coverage backed by tax
penalties on those who didn't sign up. Unfortunately young
people found the tax penalties cheaper than the premiums and
didn't sign up in the numbers expected. The resultant loss of
revenue caused the insurers to increase premiums and
deductibles as ways to keep losses at a minimum.
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Monday the American Health Care Act was rolled out for
the public to see. There is a lot to it and there will be a lot to
negotiate. Sarah Kliff at Vox.com helped us glean the
following:

Some of Obamacare�s signature features are gone
immediately, such as the tax on people who don�t
purchase health care.

The plan maintains the Medicaid expansion - for now.
The replacement plan benefits people who are healthy
and high-income, and disadvantages those who are
sicker and lower-income.

The House bill looks a lot more like Obamacare than
previous drafts.

The AHCA would end Medicaid expansion in 2020.
The AHCA bans discrimination against those with
preexisting conditions � but charges more to people
who have a break in coverage.

The AHCA would let insurers charge older enrollees
more.

The AHCA provides tax credits for the individual
market that would benefit high-income Americans.

The AHCA kills a new tax on employer-sponsored
coverage � but keeps Obamacare taxes around for a
year.

According to Michelle Ewing at The Statesman these are
the five things you need to know:
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1. What are the main differences between the new plan
and the ACA? The GOP proposal would scrap Obamacare's
tax penalties on individuals and large employers and "replace
income-based subsidies ... with age-based tax credits that may
be skimpier for people with low incomes," The Associated
Press reported. And the new plan would no longer require
insurers to "cover 10 categories of 'essential health benefits'"
and instead let states decide, according to the AP. The
American Health Care Act also would block federal funding
to Planned Parenthood for a year and would take aim at
Medicaid, limiting federal funding. But the new plan would
allow states to keep enrolling people under the Medicaid
expansion until 2020.

2. Which Obamacare provisions remain in the House
GOP plan? The proposal would let children stay on their
parents' health insurance plans until age 26, maintain some
consumer protections and keep a ban on annual or lifetime
coverage limits. It also protects people who have pre-existing
conditions � with a catch: "They'd have to maintain
'continuous coverage,' and a significant break could lead to a
30 percent penalty on top of their premiums, for up to a year,"
the AP reported.

3. Would the new plan cover as many people as the ACA?
Probably not. Although official estimates haven't been
released, "aides from both parties and nonpartisan analysts
have said they expect those numbers to be lower" than the 20
million covered under Obamacare, the AP reported.

Click here to read the bill

4. What's next? According to The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, "a pair of House committees is scheduled to
take up the legislation later this week. GOP leaders are
looking to advance it by Easter."
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5. What are people saying? Many GOP lawmakers withheld
their judgment. �I�m excited that they�re beginning to expose
some of the thinking behind this,� Sen. David Perdue, R-Ga.,
said, according to the AJC. �We don�t have all the pieces to it
yet, obviously, but the mandates - that�s a no-brainer � I�m
going to wait and see the rest of it.�

Republicans have been all about the money for many
decades. It looks from here like they're going to be doing
serious battle in the Congress making acceptable fixes to the
ACA and crafting a replacement that won't have the effect of
un-insuring tens of millions of patients nationwide.

Hold on to your hats, troops. This one's a doozie because it's
all about the money!

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, March 13, 2017

The Fight for 2018

Well, I've written about the Democrats' dramatic loss in 2016
and why President Donald Trump won the Electoral College
by such a wide margin - after loosing the popular vote
convincingly. And, I've even offered some advice on how
they can win in 2018 and 2020. But, I don't think my words
were heard any more than a butterfly's breath in the wind.

The Dems elected former U.S. Labor Secretary Tom Perez as
their head honcho at the end of last month. It was that or turn
the party over to far-left Progressives under the guidance of
radical Rep. Keith Ellison of Minnesota. Ellison was made
Deputy Chair of the party in a move to encourage unity. The
Clinton/Obama bunch was successful (again) in scuttling the
progressive plans to take over the party by Bernie Sanders
and his socialist cohort.

The new leadership pledged the Democrat Party is going to
get back to organizing at the grass-roots level again ...
something they forgot about in 2016. The thrust will be to re-
build the party by concentrating on the base in every one of
the fifty states and the District of Columbia. They want to
attract the white male working-class back into the fold. That
is gonna be a tall order.

The Democrats have strayed so far to the left that they
ignored the folks that have been the backbone of the party
since the days of Roosevelt. Blue-collar Union workers found
themselves out in the cold, not represented by anyone and
generally ignored in favor of the fringes made up of black and
brown activists, feminists, teachers Unions, LGBTQs, SEIU
organizers and hordes of Snowflakes. They left the party
because they were marginalized, especially by Hillary Clinton
who spoke clearly that mining and manufacturing were going
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to be shut down by more stringent EPA rules designed to
save the planet from Climate Change. Working-class white
men left the party in droves because they were promised
"retraining" after their jobs were gone. Imagine that!

Well folks, the crazies have taken over the asylum! The
radicals have been hard at it, pulling every trick in Saul
Alinski's book - to create hate and discontent among party
members and redirecting it at Republicans and the new
Trump Administration. Glenn Beck said back in January of
2010, "Cloward and Piven - they're using the same tactics:
fear and intimidation of SDS. Cloward and Piven -
overwhelm the system."

The next 20 months should be interesting, what with far left
elements bent on destruction of any semblance of order and
and decorum versus centrist Democrats looking to rejuvenate
the party by retaking middle America and the Rust belt. This
could be a hard row to hoe because one of the central reasons
white blue-collar workers left the party was behavior of the
left-wing whackos.

Party leadership failed to understand that anarchy and order
are at polar opposites of the political spectrum and that
violent demonstrations are completely at odds with the Union
way of life. The party's failure to get the whackos under
control was its downfall. That... and failure to corral the key
states needed to win the Electoral College.

Democrats have to get their eyes on the prize and keep them
there in 2018 by retaking the Senate and 2020 by retaking the
Presidency. The odds of that happening are really long ... the
Dems need three seats to take back control of the Senate but
in reality there are only three contested seats. That means the
Dems have to take all three and keep the ones they have now.
One seat belongs to Jeff Flake, the Arizona Republican
Mormon almost guaranteed reelection. I'll call this 30-1
Flake.
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Another belongs to Republican Dean Heller of Nevada - a
state that loves its Democrats and one that could be hard
because Harry's kid Rory Reid is chompin' at the bit. I've got
Heller 1.5-1.

Republicans in Texas still have a while to get over Ted Cruz'
refusal to endorse Donald Trump at the RNC last year. He
may face some competition, but probably not serious because
there are no recognizable names in the Dems Texas hopper.
This one is probably on the order of 20-1 Cruz.

Two of the three races are close to shoe-ins at a combined 25-
1 odds of keeping both seats. That leaves Nevada - a
squeaker, but still a win in my book - unless Heller decides to
run for Nevada Governor ... which would make the Senate
GOP 51 - Dem 47 - Ind 2. Close but no cigar.

I think the two Senate Independents will keep their seats. But,
we haven't touched on the fight to keep the seated Democrats
in power. There are 23 Dem seats up for grabs in 2018 ...
"experts" are predicting as many as 10 will loose to the GOP.
That would have the upper chamber looking like GOP 61 -
Dem 37 - Ind 2. Don't try to take that to the bank, folks - I'm
just guessin' here!

Bernie Sanders was quoted last week in the Huffington Post,
"I think from a moral perspective as well as good politics that
you cannot just be defensive," he said. "You need a proactive
agenda that brings people together to fight for a new
America." I have to agree with Bernie. However, whether the
Democrat party will nix the negativity and take on a positive
proactive agenda remains to be seen.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.



Thayer�s Wild Bunch IV

96

Thursday, March 16, 2017

The Russians Did It!

According to CNN, "More Americans voted for Hillary Clinton
than any other losing presidential candidate in US history.
The Democrat outpaced President-elect Donald Trump by
almost 2.9 million votes, with 65,844,954 (48.2%) to his
62,979,879 (46.1%), according to revised and certified final
election results from all 50 states and the District of
Columbia."

That's a respectable margin, to be sure. CNN: "Clinton's 2.1%
margin ranks third among defeated candidates, according to
statistics from US Elections Atlas. Andrew Jackson won by
more than 10% in 1824 but was denied the presidency, which
went to John Quincy Adams. In 1876, Samuel Tilden received
3% more votes than Rutherford B. Hayes, who eventually
triumphed by one electoral vote."

Just for fun, let's ask some facetious questions here:

Did the United Kingdom hijack the Jackson and Tilden
presidential races because it lost the war of 1812?

Was Vladimir Putin, the newly-elected President of Russia, the
reason Bush beat Gore by one-half of one per-cent in 2000? Was
it Putin who "fixed" the Supreme Court back then?

Is there any hard evidence at all that somehow Russian President
Vladimir Putin influenced the outcome of the 2016 Presidential
Election?

You want answers? You Google. "Evidence of Russian influence on
2016 US election?"

Hillary Clinton at 3rd Presidential Debate - speaking to Trump: "It�s
pretty clear you won�t admit that the Russians have engaged
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in cyberattacks against the United States of America, that you
encouraged espionage against our people, that you are
willing to spout the Putin line, sign up for his wish list, break
up NATO, do whatever he wants to do, and that you continue
to get help from him, because he has a very clear favorite in
this race."

This from Politifact: The CIA concluded Russia meddled in the
election with the intent to help Trump, rather than to disrupt
the election generally. ... However, the ... FBI isn't as
confident in this conclusion. These stories are all based on
anonymous sources and cannot be independently verified."

More Politifact: "The federal intelligence community, as well
as private cybersecurity analysts, are confident that Russian
actors were behind the [DNC] hack. The Homeland Security
Department [DHS]and the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence [DNI]issued a joint statement Oct. 7 saying they
believed people at the top levels of Russian government
directed the attack in an attempt to interfere in the election.
Some private security researchers also believe Russians stole
and leaked emails from Clinton�s campaign manager John
Podesta."

New York Times: "the FBI ... found no evidence of a direct
connection between the Trump campaign and the Russian
government."

University of Wisconsin-Madison professor Yoshiko
Herrera: "Even if something is consistent with Russian government
interests, it doesn�t mean the Russian government did it."

University of Washington Professor Scott Radnitz, "There is
likely some truth to some of these allegations, but there has
also been a bit of Russia hysteria recently on the part of some
pundits, politicians and media."
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Again, Politifact: "we found that there isn�t conclusive proof
of Russian involvement for some of these claims, and whether
Putin truly prefers President Trump remains an open
question."

New York Times: "The [January 2017] report [issued by
The Office of the Director of National Intelligence] described
a broad [Russian] campaign that included covert operations,
including cyberactivities and 'trolling' on the internet of
people who were viewed as opponents of Russia�s effort.
While it accused Russian intelligence agencies of obtaining
and maintaining 'access to elements of multiple U.S. state or
local electoral boards,' it concluded - as officials have
publicly - that there was no evidence of tampering with the
tallying of the vote Nov. 8."

President Barack Obama�s administration said in a statement it
believes that "our elections were free and fair from a
cybersecurity perspective."

Rush Limbaugh, the conservative talk show host liberals love to hate,
was on Fox News Sunday a while back talking with host Chris
Wallace. El Rushbo said something I'll bet few have stopped to
consider. "Who's driving this business that the Russians hacked
the election? It's the Democrat Party. It's Hillary. It's Obama.
It's all those people who just can't accept that they lost. ...
This business that the Russians hacked the election ... this is a
serious, serious allegation that is impossible. The Russians
could not have had any impact whatsoever on voting - either
how they were cast or how they were counted. In fact, if you
want to say they did - they did their job, because Hillary won
the popular vote!"

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi has called for US
Attorney General Jeff Sessions' resignation because he met
with the Russian Ambassador to the US during the 2016
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political campaign. Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
also called for his resignation. Sessions, in response, declared
that he met twice with the Ambassador in his capacity as a
member of the Senate Armed Services Committee and not in
any way involving the campaign. Both Pelosi and Schumer
claimed that Sessions lied under oath before Committee when
he stated that he never had communications with Russian
Officials. While he was being vetted in his confirmation
hearings, Sessions was asked if he had any communications
with the Russians about the election. According to The
Drudge Report, "Mr. Sessions replied that he was 'not aware
of any of those activities.' He added: 'I have been called a
surrogate at a time or two in that campaign, and I didn�t have
- did not have communications with the Russians, ... and I�m
unable to comment on it.'" Both GOP and Democrat leaders
were suggesting that Sessions should recuse himself from
investigations into the alleged Russian interference. Asked by
a news crew on the street Thursday if he would do that, he
said, "Whenever it's appropriate." At a news conference later
that day, he did recuse himself. Meanwhile, Speaker of the
House Paul Ryan said the Democrats were "setting their hair
on fire."

A paragraph in the March 2nd issue of The Federalist sums
it up pretty well: "Democrats may think the leaks about
Sessions' story is one more reason to believe the Russian
connection is the key to toppling the president even though
there is still no proof that these meetings have anything to do
with their underlying charge of a conspiracy to steal the
election. Yet they would do well to recall the way the memory
of Benghazi and the politically inspired lies told about it
never ceased to outrage Republicans. That belief proved to be
a major distraction for them as they spent Obama�s second
term focusing on an issue that was never going to yield
anything that could derail either Obama or Clinton. If
Democrats spend the next four years making the same



Thayer�s Wild Bunch IV

100

mistake about Trump and Russia, they will regret a decision
that may divert the public from Trump�s shortcomings and do
their own cause little good."

In the National Review Friday was this offering from
Andrew McCarthy:"... there is no crime here except the
ones committed by Russian intelligence. There is no evidence
that Trump or his associates had any complicity in those
hacking crimes. When all of the smoke is cleared away, the
Democrats� beef is that Trump may have benefited from
Russia�s crimes. In reality, it is highly unlikely that the
Russian hacking of Democratic e-mails had any effect on the
outcome of the election. Even if we indulge the fantasy that it
did, however, here�s the sad news the media won�t tell you: It
is not a crime to benefit from other people�s crimes."

In the January 20th edition of the New York Times reporter
Michael S. Schmidt upheld the rumor that the Trump team
had connections to Russia, and to support his claim he said
Trump�s people were wiretapped. "It is not clear whether the
intercepted communications had anything to do with Mr.
Trump�s campaign, or Mr. Trump himself. ... One official
said intelligence reports based on some of the wiretapped
communications had been provided to the White House."

On Saturday, March 4th The President tweeted that he was
wiretapped. The Times reported that President Trump had no
evidence to support his allegation. The story's bi-line was the
very same Michael S. Schmidt who claimed in January that
the government was wiretapping the Trump team, an
assertion supposedly confirmed by at least one official.

I don't understand how the New York Times can claim in
January that the Trump team was wiretapped - a story
confirmed by government sources - and yet claim there is no
evidence to support the claim in March.
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Inconclusive. That's the operative word. Google your brains
out! I could find no conclusive evidence that Russian
President Vladimir Putin contributed in any way, had a hand
in or ordered directly, interference of any sort with the
November 8th election. Both former President Obama and the
DNI came to the same conclusions. However, there is
evidence that Russian operatives, in concert with independent
hackers and WikiLeaks, had a hand in the DNC and Podesta
hacks. And ... there is copious evidence - albeit unofficial
evidence from mostly former government officials and CIA
documents leaked by WikiLeaks - that the US intelligence
community has been eavesdropping on the Trump
administration as well as Russia.

Let's stop pussy-footing around this issue. The United States
messed with the last Israeli elections. So did Russia and
China and Iran. Each major country in the world has interests
in the outcome of elections in other countries. With the
advent of cyber-hacking, those tasks have become easier.
Like it or not, that's the way the big boys roll.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, March 20, 2017

Trump is Not a Liar

There's been a lot of hard language around the mainstream
media of late about our President and his lyin' eyes. Maybe so
... maybe not ... let's see.

I was listening to KTAR radio the other day and the two
hosts (one host and one hostess) were trading insults about
the President. The host said he will never trust the President
to tell the truth because he's lied all the time about everything
since first announcing for President. The Trump Tower "wire-
taps" issue is just the icing on the cake. President Trump
tweeted a while back that Barack Obama wire-tapped Trump
Tower. Since that time the mainstream media and some in the
congress have been having a field day with it. It seems like
not a day goes by that Trump isn't excoriated for lying and
providing no evidence. The Hostess tried, without effect, to
make the point the Trump was speaking from a different
position. I got what she was trying to say a long time ago.
And even mentioned it in a column or two. Back on January
5th, I wrote, "Trump won the presidential election because
the mainstream media concentrated on his rhetoric and
ignored the message, while voters embraced his message and
ignored the rhetoric."

Donald Trump does not speak platitudes. He speaks
rhetorically, or better, figuratively. Trump condenses
everything anybody would have to say about an issue into
simple, straightforward prose. The MSM reports what he says
literally! The citizens of America understand his figurative
speaking. The press and many politicians do not.
Let me elaborate on a larger scale so there is no
misunderstanding of my meaning.
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Trump said that Obama wire tapped Trump Tower. Here is
the Trump tweet in its entirety: "Terrible! Just found out that
Obama had my 'wires tapped' in Trump Tower just before the
victory. Nothing found. This is McCarthyism!" Literally
speaking, that means then-President Barack Obama ordered
the wire tapping of the telephone lines in the Trump Tower.
Folks out here in the boondocks understand his figure of
speech to mean the guv'mint had been watching!

Not long ago wire tapping was an investigative technique
used by the FBI and other government investigative bodies to
gain access to personal conversations on land-line telephone
systems. Originally, wire tapping was used as a tool by J
Edgar Hoover's FBI to investigate mobsters back in the day.
Eventually, a lawsuit was filed complaining that wiretaps
were an unlawful invasion of privacy because
Constitutionally there had to be "just cause" presented to a
Judge who would decide whether or not to issue a warrant
authorizing a search.

Since the early days of wire tapping the communications
world has changed radically. Wire tapping has come to mean
any lawfully-authorized means of eaves-dropping or spying
on any type of communication, be it voice, land line, cell
phone, teletype, fax, data transmission, video, satellite link,
TV cable, optical fiber, infrared beam, , the "cloud," wireless
(WiFi) and wire-linked internet, as well as any means
utilizing any part of the electromagnetic spectrum ranging
from sub-audible to infrared and beyond.

Over the years, the government's methods of wiretapping
have changed also. Now, instead of simply connecting a
listening device to a pair of wires, surveillance - as spying has
come to be known - includes any means of obtaining
information surreptitiously, with or without benefit of a
warrant. Surveillance involving any American citizen must be



Thayer�s Wild Bunch IV

104

authorized by a court-issued warrant. To spy on an American
conversing with a foreign actor, individual or nation, or vice-
versa, a FISA (Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act) court
warrant must be obtained.

According to the several US Intelligence Agencies, it is
policy that the President be advised of any new surveillance
activities involving foreign actors, agents or nations. The
President is briefed on all such activities daily.

This from an American Spectator story published March
14th:

"By now, it is clear that the essence of Trump�s tweet � that
the Obama administration investigated his campaign/business
� is true. But by the time this is all over, it may even come
out that his direct communications were compromised, either
by FBI agents interviewing Trump employees about his
computer server (a cagey FBI agent can get employees of a
company to share anything) or through 'backdoor searches'
that the intelligence community exploits, as related in this
[March 11] The Hill story:

"The intelligence community may legally conduct so-
called 'backdoor searches' of Americans�
communications, without a warrant, if the target of the
surveillance is not a U.S. citizen.

"If Trump or his advisors were speaking directly to
foreign individuals who were the target of U.S. spying
during the election campaign and the intelligence
agencies recorded Trump by accident, it�s plausible
that those communications would have been collected
and shared amongst intelligence agencies, surveillance
law experts say.



Thayer�s Wild Bunch IV

105

"Thanks to Obama�s last-minute executive order [approving
additions/changes to Bush era Executive Order 12333], 16
government agencies now have access to that data. That is
how [National Security Advisor] Michael Flynn�s chat with
the Russian ambassador ended up on the front page."

An article from Reuters late last week says, "The Republican
and Democratic leaders of the Senate Intelligence Committee
have said there's no evidence to support President Donald
Trump�s claim that the Obama administration tapped his
phones during the 2016 presidential campaign." According to
the Associated Press, a statement issued by Republican
Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Richard Burr and
Democrat Vice-Chair Mark Warner reads, "Based on the
information available to us, we see no indications that Trump
Tower was the subject of surveillance by any element of the
United States government either before or after Election Day
2016." There is the possibility that someone in Trump�s
campaign was swept up in an incidental collection by
speaking with someone under surveillance, House Committee
Chair Devin Nunes said, but no one in the campaign was a
target. "We don't have any evidence that that took place."
But, then you knew all that, right? Here's something we
weren't aware of c/o TheBlaze:

"During a Tuesday morning appearance on Fox News� 'Fox
and Friends,' senior judicial analyst Andrew Napolitano, a
former New Jersey Superior Court judge, made the bombshell
claim that 'three intelligence sources' told the network that
Obama used GCHQ, a British intel agency, to spy on the
Trump campaign in order to avoid any record of the alleged
wiretapping.

�'Three intelligence sources have informed Fox News that
President Obama went outside the chain of command. He
didn�t use the NSA, he didn�t use the CIA, he didn�t use the
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FBI and he didn�t use the Department of Justice,' Napolitano
said. 'He used GCHQ.'�

So ... when Donald Trump said "Obama had my 'wires
tapped' in Trump Tower" he meant that a FISA court may
have authorized the surveillance of anyone in Trump Tower
communicating with a foreign entity - or maybe not. This is
to say that inasmuch as the President is briefed daily of such
activity, and he failed to disallow it, he authorized it ... or,
according to Judge Andrew Napolitano, had it done ... or, as
Devin Nunes alluded, maybe not. Nunes' House Committee
will be holding its first public hearing today.

Can you imagine Trump saying something like "Many years
ago President Harry Truman said 'The buck stops here',
referring to authorization of anything done by the
governement of the United States. That said, it has come to
my attention that Trump Tower was under surveillance by at
least one Intelligence agency beginning sometime in October
of last year. I do not have any physical evidence that a FISA
warrant was issued on or about October 15th, but there have
been so many leaks to the mainstream media that there is
little doubt such a warrant may exist. As a result of these
revelations, I've asked the Attorney General to empanel an
investigative team to determine whether President Barack
Obama had any part in the authorization of such activities in
concert with any political party or individual participating in
the Presidential election of 2016." Nope, neither you nor I
can imagine Donald Trump talking that way. �I don�t think
there was an actual tap of Trump Tower,� House Intelligence
Committee Chair Devin Nunes told CBS News last week.
Nunes said that if Mr. Trump�s allegations are taken literally,
then �clearly the president was wrong.� To reiterate what I
wrote in January, "Voters embraced his message and ignored
the rhetoric." In other words, he said what he did in
shorthand!
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Kentucky Senator Rand Paul was on ABC's This Week
yesterday. Senator Paul said that when it comes to
intelligence leaks and surveillance, there is at least one thing
Americans can be sure of: that the Obama administration �did
spy� on National Security Advisor Michael Flynn.

The mainstream media so despises Trump that it always takes
the President literally instead of figuratively. They forget that
the literal truth is not necessarily the whole story and they
rarely dig for it anymore. Is President Donald J Trump a liar?
My best estimation is no, Trump is not a liar. He just ain't
from around these parts, so he sorta talks funny!

But then, that's just my opinion. By now, you've probably
formulated your own.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, March 23, 2017

The Toaster Oven?

Almost two weeks ago, during an interview with The Bergen
Record, Presidential Advisor Kellyanne Conway claimed,
"There was an article this week that talked about how you
can surveil someone through their phone, through their
television sets, any number of different ways, microwaves that
turn into cameras, etc. So we know that's just a fact of
modern life."

Marcus Gilmer discussed the issue on Mashable.com.

"But microwaves becoming a camera? That's... not a
thing, I have no idea what article Conway was
referencing but it's probable she's getting microwave
ovens confused with microwave cameras, which, yes,
can be used for surveillance purposes.

"Or she's referencing this smart toaster oven from
June which does connect to WiFi and has a camera
inside for watching your food cook in case the glass
door of the oven isn't enough for you."

Spied on by your Toaster Oven? Ok. You may recall the
following from my article last week:

"Wire tapping has come to mean any lawfully-authorized
ways of eaves-dropping or spying on any type of
communication, be it voice, land line, cell phone, teletype,
fax, data transmission, video, satelite link, TV cable, optical
fiber, infrared beam, , the "cloud," wireless (WiFi) and wire-
linked internet, as well as any means utilizing any part of the
electromagnetic spectrum ranging from sub-audible to
infrared and beyond."
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How can they watch or listen to your stuff at home? All it
takes is "smart" gadgets. Any gizmo that communicates via
WiFi (like that Toaster Oven) will do the trick. Of course, the
most common (and obvious) would be a smart 'phone like
almost every kid seems to have these days.

Electronic communication is really pretty simple. You need
something with which to send and receive. Something with
output and input. INPUT!!! Johnny Five is alive!

Sometimes you can see the exchange of output and input on a
communications device (like a modem, for instance) where a
little light (an LED) blinks every time something comes or
goes. Sometimes there are two lights. One showing output,
the other showing input.

Where does the information go? Where does it come from?
Information (data) goes up and down a cable or out in the air
like a radio signal (WiFi) or via a satellite dish.

How fast does information go back and forth? Well, in the
early '80s most signals went by wire at what was called 600
baud - 600 bits of information (data) per second - that was
pretty fast. 600 baud is still a standard for Fax machines. If
you listen very carefully, close to the machine, you can
actually hear the 600 baud Fax signal! Kinda like "beebly
beeble-de beeble."

Nowadays, you hear "data transfer speed" referred to as "Gs"
or "gigs." Surely, you've heard of 4G signals for your smart
'phone. That simply means a combination of speed and signal
strength (WiFi). 4G is about as good as it gets. According to
whatsag.com, "The speed and standards of this technology of
wireless needs to be at least 100 Megabits per second and up
to 1 Gigabit per second to pass as 4G. It also needs to share
the network resources to support more simultaneous
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connections on the cell. As it develops, 4G [4th Generation]
could surpass the speed of the average wireless broadband
home Internet connection." I just like the idea that it's fast and
available for dolts like me!

Now, where were we? Oh, yeah! Spying with a smart device -
like that Toaster Oven! Instruments that work with WiFi are
fodder for spies. Smart TVs, home and business security
systems, laptop and table-top computers, tablets and smart
'phones are all great for surreptitious snooping! There really
is no way to keep serious spies out of your stuff - that's why
anti-virus software is so huge.

I garone-damn-tee ... unless your machines are all turned off
and any batteries removed, your stuff ain't safe from
surveillance! You don't need to worry, though. Who in the
world would want any of your stuff, anyway?

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, March 27, 2017

What Does It Take?

Some years ago, Lawrence Meyer, reporter and editor
between 1969 and 2001 at The Washington Post, wrote a
story on how the U S Senate passes a bill. Here's most of it:

Even senators speaking on the record obscure the
truth. [WaPo ...] quoted Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid: ��I have a responsibility to get a bill on
the Senate floor that will get 60 votes,� Reid said.
�That's my number one responsibility, and there are
times when I have to set aside my personal
preferences for the good of the Senate and I think the
country.��

In fact, Reid does not need 60 votes to pass a bill. He
needs 60 votes in order to allow the Senate to vote on
a bill, something The Post didn�t bother to explain in
this instance.
That failure to explain is too often the case. It�s hard
enough to understand the legislative process without
misrepresenting it. What Reid meant was that 60 votes
were needed to break the ever-present threat of a
filibuster, not to actually pass the bill. Last month, the
Senate took up an amendment to the Defense
appropriation bill. The amendment would have made
a concealed weapon carry permit from one state valid
in all 50 states regardless of whether or not concealed
weapons were valid in the other states.

The amendment received 58 votes in favor, but it still
failed to pass. USA Today, the largest circulating
daily newspaper in America, carried an AP story that
reported: "The vote was 58-39 in favor of the
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provision establishing concealed carry permit
reciprocity in the 48 states that have concealed
weapons laws. That fell two votes short of the 60
needed to approve the measure, offered as an
amendment to a Defense spending bill."

New York Times readers were told, "A group
comprising mostly Republicans, along with some
influential Democrats, had tried to attach the gun
amendment to the annual military authorization bill, a
must-pass piece of legislation. But the provision got
only 58 votes, two short of the 60 needed under Senate
rules."

That got closer to describing the situation, but still
didn�t quite do it, though the Times story did present a
rare example of using the word �comprise� properly.

The Washington Post that time got it right: "The
measure, introduced by Senator John Thune (R-
South Dakota), gained the support of all but two
Republicans and 20 Democrats, but the vote of 58 to
39 in favor fell two short of the 60 votes needed to end
a filibuster."

A distinction without a difference, some might say.
Journalists, for reasons of time and space, often use
shorthand. As a practical matter, some might argue, if
a filibuster is threatened and it takes 60 votes to end
debate in the Senate, then it does take 60 votes to pass
a bill.

Nothing in the Constitution says that a three-fifths
majority is necessary to pass ordinary legislation. The
repeated use of terms like �short of the 60 votes
needed� or �It takes 60 votes� or �60 votes are
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needed� to pass a bill in the Senate certainly gives that
impression. That might be the case, but it�s rarely
explained to the public in those terms.

Americans revere the Constitution. They might revere
the Senate less - assuming they revere it all - if they
understood the process better. If the public understood
that 41 senators can prevent the Senate from even
voting on a measure, how tolerant would the public
be?

And, by the way, those 41 senators might represent as
little as 12 percent of the U.S. population.

In the past 40 years�and even more so in the past 10
years�the filibuster, or just the threat of one, has
been used increasingly to stifle legislation. Norman
Ornstein, the highly respected Congressional scholar,
wrote last year [2007] that, �In the 1970s, the average
number of cloture motions filed in a given month was
less than two; it moved to around three a month in the
1990s. This Congress [the 110th], we are on track for
two or more a week. The number of cloture motions
filed in 1993, the first year of the Clinton presidency,
was 20. It was 21 in 1995, the first year of the newly
Republican Senate. As of the end of the first session of
the 110th Congress, there were 60 cloture motions,
nearing an all-time record.�

Yes, it�s true that the Senate was designed by the
Founding Fathers to put a check on the more
rambunctious House of Representatives; and yes, it�s
also true that the Senate makes its own rules, and it�s
certainly true that at one time or other some proposal
that many of us thought was very bad was denied
passage by using a filibuster or the threat of one. But
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wouldn�t it be better if we got a full description of the
process when a minority can block the majority?

Meyer was the lead reporter for the Post covering Senate Watergate
hearings and Watergate break-in trial.

Of course, since that was written, Harry Reid has been
replaced by Mitch McConnell in the Senate. Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer is almost as nasty as Reid used to
be!

To be clear, 60 votes are required to get a Bill to the floor for
a vote. Only 51 are required to pass the Bill. When a filibuster
is in progress, a vote for cloture (to stop the filibuster)
requires 60 votes. If cloture doesn't pass, the Bill doesn't get
to the floor. Presidential appointments, including lower
federal courts, require only 51 votes. Harry Reid made lower
court appointments by a simple majority possible with the
"Nuclear Option" which left the 60 vote rule intact only for
Supreme Court nominees. Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
said last week that he would lead a Democrat filibuster of
SCOTUS nominee Neil Gorsuch. The President suggested
earlier this year that Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
invoke the Nuclear Option if Democrats persist in their threat
to filibuster Gorsuch. Such a change in the rules needs only a
simple majority.

Then there was the craziness in the House last week. Good
grief, Charley Brown!

I wrote a note to Fox News the other day about their coverage
of the House last week over the replace/repair of ObamaCare:
"I can't imagine why you're covering the making of
Congressional sausage the way you are! This is a nasty,
grubby process that takes months - even years - to get the job
done. They were able to pass Healthcare bills through both
Houses that were vetoed by President Obama. Where are the



Thayer�s Wild Bunch IV

115

details on those bills that made it through? Where's the non-
sensational story about how a bill is made and passed by both
houses? Remember 1976 and Schoolhouse Rock's I'm Just A
Bill ? https://youtu.be/tyeJ55o3El0 Watch it again and then
do some REAL news about the congressional lawmaking
process!"

Friday, the American Health Care Bill was removed from the
House floor indefinitely because the Republican majority was
unable to put together enough votes to pass it. After seven
years of passing Bills killing ObamaCare, only to have them
vetoed by President Obama, the Republicans blew it! Looks
to me like there were too many chiefs and not enough
Indians. A conservative faction insisted on a number of points
that a moderate faction couldn't agree to - and vice-versa ...
leaving passage of the Bill 30 to 40 shy of a simple 218 vote
majority.

Both Speaker Paul Ryan and President Trump said Friday
that the next project is a tax Bill.

"What we've got here," as Strother Martin said in Cool Hand
Luke, "is failure to communicate." Maybe so ... maybe not.

The AHCA failed muster because the leadership, the
President and all the mainstream media sensationalized the
need to pass the thing in a hurry. Anything else meant the
Republicans would look bad for not living up to their
campaign promises.

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi was all over this thing,
first calling the President's push to pass the Bill before the
necessary votes were lined up a "rookie's error", and when
they failed to put together a majority she gloated, "Today is a
great day for our country, it�s a victory - what happened on
the floor is a victory for the American people, for our seniors,
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for people with disabilities, for our children, for our veterans
... it�s about the 155 million people who receive their health
benefits in the workplace who will not be assaulted by some
of the provisions that the Republicans put in the bill,
especially last night when they removed the essential benefits
package."

Let's hope they take their time with the Tax Package - time to
make sure a clear majority is lined up before bringing the
thing to the floor for a vote. No more "rookie errors."

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Thursday, March 30, 2017

Bernie Sanders' Medicare

US Senator Bernie Sanders put together a new healthcare
proposal that I'm inclined to support.

Sanders appeared on last Sunday's edition of "State of the
Union." He told CNN's Dana Bash that he's going to
introduce legislation that outlines a "Medicare-for-all, single-
payer" health care plan. Sanders said he wants President
Donald Trump to help advance it. "Ideally, where we should
be going is to join the rest of the industrialized world and
guarantee health care to all people as a right ... That's why
I'm going to introduce a Medicare-for-all, single-payer
program."

There's a lot to be said for the existing Medicare single-payer
system as it stands.

First, costs are held in check because the government
negotiates with healthcare providers annually over how what
amounts will be paid for what services. As it stands right
now, Medicare covers a wide variety of supplies and services
with little or no restrictions on what providers a patient can
utilize.

Second, there is a modest monthly premium paid by the
consumer to Medicare that covers 80% of just about
everything you could imagine except for drug prescriptions
and routine visual, dental and aural services. Policies
covering up to the remaining 20% of patient costs, as well as
prescriptions, are available through a broad assemblage of
regular insurance companies ranging from Aetna to Blue
Cross-Blue Shield to State Farm and even
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AARP/UnitedHealthcare. These Medicare Supplements, as
they are called, have deductibles that range from zero to
several thousand dollars per year and can be tailored to meet
patient needs.

Third, Medicare is already an established, self-sustaining
system funded by payroll deductions. According to the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, "The 2016 report
of Medicare�s trustees finds that Medicare�s Hospital
Insurance (HI) trust fund will remain solvent - that is, able to
pay 100 percent of the costs of the hospital insurance
coverage that Medicare provides - through 2028. ...
[However], the Medicare hospital insurance program will not
run out of all financial resources and cease to operate after
2028, as the 'bankruptcy' term may suggest. ... Congress
could close the projected funding gap by raising the
Medicare payroll tax - now 1.45 percent each for employers
and employees - to about 1.8 percent. ... The 2028 date does
not apply to Medicare coverage for physician and outpatient
costs or to the Medicare prescription drug benefit; these
parts of Medicare do not face insolvency and cannot run
short of funds."

Fourth, unlike Medicaid, Medicare is not directed toward
largely indigent populations. It was designed originally to
provide affordable healthcare for people over 64 years of age.
Part "A" catastrophic hospital coverage is provided at no
charge to Social Security recipients. Part "B" covers in-
patient, out-patient and office visits with premiums
automatically deducted from Social Security payments. Part
"B" is not mandatory, but its premiums go up depending on
when that option is taken. Premiums for folks who signed up
at age 65 are substantially less than for those who opted for,
let's say, 69 or 70.
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At age 76, my Medicare Part A is free. The Part B premium is
deducted from my monthly Social Security payment. I signed
up for Part B at age 65. It costs me $99.90 per month and
pays 80% of qualifying charges. Part F pays what Medicare
does not, including the Medcare annual deductible, and costs
$147.94 per month with a policy annual deductible of $250.
On top of that, I'm carrying Part D drug coverage for $71.30
per month with small co-pays ranging from zero to $45,
depending on the drug classification. Without Part D my
monthly drugs would cost in the range of $300.

So, my total out-of-pocket expense for healthcare is $319.14
per month with another $20 in drug co-pays. Annual blood
tests, annual medical procedures, drugs, office visits,
emergency room visits - all covered ... every penny, after the
$250 annual deductible (and the drug co-pay), is covered
100%! That's all - that's it!

I'm paying my own way with Social Security, Supplement
payments and drug co-pays. A paultry $339 per month is
chump-change in the healthcare game - especially when you
consider the horror stories about ObamaCare premiums,
coverage, and annual deductibles.

The good part about Medicare is the patient is in control of
the amount of coverage and its cost. Isn't that what the
Republicans campaigned on in the 2016 election cycle? From
no cost Part A, up to about $100 adding Part B, increasing to
around $300 with Part F or G, and topping out at $350 or so
with Part D added. Now, apply those numbers to the entire
population. A teenager could opt for Part A and be covered
for catastrophes. A young working man could easily afford
the cost of Part B with no supplement. Middle-aged working
folks could add Parts F or G and D with little or no
discomfort. Hospitals, physicians and insurance carriers are
all in the mix with Medicare. As confusing and inefficient as
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the program can be, it sure beats the dickens out of the
Affordable Care Act.
Bernie's program would certainly ease the burden on
employers who now pay large ObamaCare pemiums for their
employees as well as the 1.45% Medicare contribution.
Medicaid could be completely eliminated and Medicare
coverage extended to all Americans with an increase of the
employer/employee contribution to 2.45% each.

The sticky wicket is the cost of prescription drugs. Perhaps
the current administration will help remove some of the
costly government regulations imposed by the FDA.
Hopefully they will remove the policy that keeps foreign
competitors out of the US drug market. That free-market
approach would create precipitous drops in the cost of drugs
for Americans.

This week, Alabama Rep Mo Brooks filed a House Bill titled
the �Obamacare Repeal Act.� It's just one sentence: �Effective
as of December 31, 2017, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111�148) is repealed, and
the provisions of law amended or repealed by such Act are
restored or revived as if such Act had not been enacted.� That
would work well with the Bernie Bill.

I like Sanders' Medicare-for-all single-payer program - as
long as he doesn't get carried away with himself. Coupled
with the Brooks Bill, implementation would be a matter of
reducing or eliminating the eligibility age, eliminating
Medicaid and deciding what subsidies should apply to whom.
From that point, insurance companies in the free market can
do battle for customers across state lines. I'm no liberal, as
you know, but that sure sounds like a winner to me.

Improvise - Adapt - Overcome. Semper Fi.
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Monday, April 3, 2017

Tough Talk from Friends

Among my twice-weekly readers is a very small hard-core
group of liberal-minded individuals. I'm greatful that they are
also good friends with good hearts.

One is a construction magnate who has been responsible for
many of Arizona's infrastructure projects and has been a
mover and shaker in the background of economic
development in my part of the country.

A second is a past Postmaster, Mayor and County Supervisor
- a guy who has devoted many decades of this life in service
to his community.

A third is a powerful liberal organizer who has extensive
experience in government and business and has devoted a
good part of his life fighting to assure a fair shake for
undocumented hispanic immigrants.

These guys are not bad people just because they believe in
many liberal causes - in my humble estimation they are
patriots. In the face of my conservative tomes they have no
problem standing up and making me understand why the
Democrats have such a hard time speaking like humans.
Angry old geezers yelling ill-mannered epithets with no
positive agenda in mind could well be the reason they will
lose both election cycles in 2018 and 2020.

We need to stop right here for a second and consider the
raunchy language coming up. I always read my columns to
my wife Claudette to catch any problems and get them fixed














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































